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Community 
Calendar

NOVEMBER 27 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist 
Church, 6:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 28 - Bible study & fellowship, River-
view social room, 2:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 2  - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Sup-
port Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

What do you think of  when you hear the word Thanks-
giving?  For many people they think of  a table laden 
with turkey, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.  A holi-
day to gather with family and friends and express grat-
itude for the bounty of  goodness in our lives.
The holiday traces its roots to 1621, when Pilgrims 

at Plymouth celebrated a successful harvest with a 
three day gathering that was attended by members of  
the Wampanoag tribe.  Of  course it wasn’t known as 
Thanksgiving then and they didn’t even celebrate it 
every year.
Even after the first states were formed, many of  these 

states marked days of  thanksgiving at different times 
and for different reasons and for a long time there was 
little call for a national thanksgiving holiday.
That changed with Sarah Josepha Hale (1788-1879), 

the woman often called “the Mother of  Thanksgiving.”  
She was born in New Hampshire and went on to be-
come a writer and influential magazine editor advocat-
ing for Thanksgiving to become a national holiday.
Starting in the 1840s, she wrote letters, hundreds of  

them, to presidents, elected officials, and military lead-
ers asking for their support. Her requests for recogni-
tion were largely ignored, but she never gave up.  
She thought the last Thursday in November was the 

ideal time for a celebration, the agricultural labors 
were over for the year and travelers had returned 
home.  She selected Thursday as the most convenient 
day in the week for the celebration so that women 
would have time to prepare the meal.
Since even a groundswell of  public opinion could not 

legitimize Thanksgiving, Hale also wrote directly to 
Presidents Taylor, Fillmore, Pierce, and Buchanan,  
with none of  them supporting the proposal.
Finally on September 28, 1863, Hale wrote to President 

Abraham Lincoln explaining that the purpose of  her 
letter was for the President to put forth a Proclamation 
that the last Thursday in November be set aside as a 
National Day of  Thanksgiving.
Five days later, at the height of  the Civil War, Presi-

dent Lincoln issued a proclamation “to set apart and 
observe the last Thursday of  November as a day of  
Thanksgiving and to implore the Father who dwelleth 
in the Heavens to heal the wounds of  the nation.”
Yet another 70 years would pass before the U.S. Con-

gress approved legislation in 1941 ensuring that all 
Americans would celebrate a unified Thanksgiving on 
the fourth Thursday of  November every year.  Hale’s 
dream of  a legal holiday celebrating the blessings of  
life and family finally became a reality.  So as you sit 
down to enjoy your meal, take a few minutes to remem-
ber Sarah Josepha Hale, the Mother of  Thanksgiving.
Thank You Sarah, The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiv-

ing by Laurie Halse Anderson  - Easy/Juvenile
The entertaining story of  the woman who saved 

Thanksgiving with great illustrations by Matt Faulk-
ner.  The author Ms. Anderson, is a descendant of  the 
heroine in this book Sarah Josepha Hale. 

********
PAPERPIE BOOK FAIR

When:  December 1-3, 2025
Where:  Shop in person at the Finch Memorial Li-

brary December 1-3 or downtown Arnold the evening 
of  Dec. 3rd at Four County Boutique or shop the link 
below NOW til Dec 3rd.
https://paper pie.com/brandpartner/J14820/

event/4074087
We accept cash, local checks, Venmo or pay by Credit 

Card online or in person December 3, 2025 at the ven-
dor show.
Thank you for supporting our Library!
Questions?  Call Bethany Deardoff  @ 308-520 1013 or 

Marcy at 308-870-4709
   ********

Library Hours:
Monday 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday 1:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 3:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday 1:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
 Friday 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.            

Gloria Jean Lehmkuhler
1949-2025

Obituary

Gloria Jean Lehmkuhler, 
75, beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grand-
mother, and friend, went 
to be with the Lord after 
a courageous battle with 
cancer. She listened to the 
Husker Volleyball game 
and shortly after, passed 
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by the family she 
devoted her life to.
Born on December 12, 

1949, to Irvin and Lillian 
Whipple, Gloria grew up 
with strong roots in faith, 
family, and hard work. On 
June 15, 1968, she married 
her high school sweet-
heart, Larry, beginning a 
beautiful 52-year journey 
together. They were al-
ways available to rescue 
their children at the drop 
of  a hat. Their lives were 
filled with love, laughter, 
and endless miles spent 
traveling to cheer on their 
grandkids at their many 
activities, along with an-
nual fall trips to Estes to 
take in the elk. Gloria’s 
happiest moments were 
always the ones shared 
with those she loved.
From helping on the fam-

ily farm as a young girl to 
working at restaurants as 
a cook, Baldwin Filters, 
and various seasonal jobs, 
Gloria showed a steadfast 
work ethic throughout 
her life. But her true call-
ing was being a Mom and 
Grandma. Raising her 
kids and watching her 
grandkids grow was her 
greatest joy. She poured 
her heart into her family 
every single day and was 
so proud of  each and ev-
ery one of  them.
Gloria’s friends also 

held a special place in 
her heart. She cherished 
the laughter, support, 
and companionship they 
shared. Whether it was a 
quick visit, a long conver-
sation, or simply know-
ing they were there, her 
friendships brought her 
comfort, joy, and strength 
til the very end.
Gloria’s faith carried her 

through life and sustained 
her through her multiple 
bouts with cancer. Even 
in the hardest moments, 
she remained strong, 
loving, and full of  grace. 

Those who knew her will 
forever remember her 
warmth, her unwavering 
devotion, and the quiet 
strength she showed until 
the very end.
She is survived by her 

children: Tina Lehm-
kuhler of  Arnold, NE; Lee 
Clark (Dan) of  Perry, KS; 
and John Lehmkuhler 
(Mandi) of  Naponee, 
NE; eight grandchildren 
and spouses; and eight 
great-grandchildren. Her 
siblings: Melvin (Kar-
en) Whipple of  Windsor, 
CO; Linda (Paul) Dietz of  
Lincoln, NE; Reita (Char-
ley) Lloyd of  Callaway, 
NE; Patty (Ken) Phifer of  
North Platte, NE; broth-
ers-in-law Jim (Karen) of  
Oahu, HI; Dwaine (Caro), 
and Mike (Ann) of  Ar-
nold, NE; and many niec-
es and nephews. She is 
preceded in death by her 
infant   daughter, Tami; 
her husband, Larry; her 
parents, Irvin and Lillian; 
and her in-laws, Lloyd and 
Bernelda and infant great 
granddaughter Cordelia.
Although she is deeply 

missed, we take comfort 
in knowing she is now 
reunited with her loved 
ones who have gone be-
fore her and resting safely 
in the arms of  the Lord.
Memorial services were 

held on Friday Novem-
ber 21, 2025, at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Morning Star Church 
near Callaway, NE with 
Pastor Shanon Williams 
officiating.  Inurnment 
was at the Arnold Cem-
etery.  Govier Brothers 
Mortuary of  Broken Bow 
is in charge of  the ar-
rangements.  Words of  en-
couragement and remem-
brance can be left at www.
govierbrothers.com .

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

Early School Growth

We told earlier of  the first school in Arnold at Anna 
Saunders sod house with 40 students.  The next year 
the sod Methodist Church was available for classroom 
space and was utilized for two years.  Then a sin-
gle-story frame building was put up in 1887 to serve as 
a classroom.  Eight years later a room was added.  In 
1905 this building was replaced by a two-story building 
but it was soon overcrowded.  This led to the introduc-
tion of  the “Evergreen School”.
Enrollment increased as the town grew:  50 in 1895, 60 

in 1901 and 63 in 1908.  After the railroad came, enroll-
ment jumped to 170 in 1912.
The next step in the improvement of  the school facili-

ties was accomplished in large part by a special ladies 
club.  “Eight ladies met at the Wm. Jennings home in 
February 1913, to organize a club called the Arnold 
Women’s Improvement Club, or A.W.I.C. …  Their 
goals were a new school house, better schools and a 
better town. They accomplished all three.
“The two-story school house had become crowded... 

The ladies saw to it that every eligible voter came to 
the annual school meeting that year, and one year later 
a fine brick school stood on a site chosen by them (be-
side the Baptist church).  
“They selected names to be put up for nomination 

for school and village boards, patrolled the polls to 
weed out illegal voters, visited the school often and 
insisted board members do the same, had the first ta-
bles and benches made for the city park, planted trees 
and shrubs at the cemetery and around the churches, 
inspected public toilets, pushed for public drinking 
fountains and arranged donations of  grounds for 
public croquet and volleyball games. They bought 
band uniforms, instruments, a globe and a flag for the 
school, gave teachers receptions, banquets for gradu-
ating classes and arranged public celebrations. The 
wife of  almost every business, professional or other-
wise influential man in town became a member of  
the A.W.I.C.  Male members of  various boards only 
thought they were running things; the real power was 
in the hands of  this group of  determined women.
“Early minutes show the club discussing such timely 

subjects as the white slave traffic; how to-keep the flies 
away; do American children have too much freedom; 
should women be allowed to vote; and should a child-
less woman be allowed to serve on the school board.” 
(One Hundred Years on the South Loup, Norene Hall 
Mills, p. 262)

****
For pictures and more details on early schools be 

sure to get your copy of  the 2026 Arnold Area Histor-
ical Calendar at the A - Z Ventures (old Spargo build-
ing) during Christmas Around Town, December 3.

BOGO 1/2 OFF
On All Retail Products!

(of equal or lesser value)

Sale ends Dec. 31, 2025

KREATIVE EDGE
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115 W Arnold Ave.

e-mail the Sentinel at arnoldsentinel@gpcom.net

� ank you for your example of faithfulness, 
love and following Jesus.

We love you! 
Your family

Happy 50th Anniversary, 
Dad and Mom!

Advertising Deadline 
Is Friday Noon.


