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Community 
Calendar

FEBRUARY 5 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist 
Church, 6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY 6 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview 
social room, 2:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 10  - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center 
Support Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Last weeks article talked about fiction books of  World 
War II, this week we will feature non-fiction books of  
the same period.  These books frequently focus on in-
dividual perspectives and human drama.
The sheer scope of  the war means there is always a 

new angle, untold story, or forgotten account to be dis-
covered, keeping the genre fresh and engaging.  
The Sisters of  Auschwitz  by Roxane Van Iperen
The unforgettable story of  two unsung heroes of  

World War II: sisters Janny and Lien Brilleslijper who 
joined the Dutch Resistance, helped save dozen of  
lives, were captured by the Nazis, and ultimately sur-
vived the Holocaust.
Madame Fourcade’s Secret War by Lynne Olson
The little known true story of  Marie-Madeleine Four-

cade, the woman who headed the largest spy network 
in occupied France during World War II.  Named one 
of  the best books of  the year in 2019.
A Train In Winter  by Caroline Moorehead
Chronicles the extraordinary story of  230 French Re-

sistance women who were deported to Auschwitz in 
1943, following their fight against Nazi occupation and 
their remarkable bonds of  friendship amid unimag-
inable horrors.
The Boy Who Followed His Father Into Auschwitz by 

Jeremy Dronfield
Brilliantly written, a powerful and often uncomfort-

able true story that deserves to be read and remem-
bered.  It tells of  the heroic and unbreakable bond 
between a father and son and how they miraculously 
survive the Nazis’ murderous brutality.  
The Ghost Ships of  Archangel: The Arctic Voyage That 

Defied the Nazis by William Geroux
An extraordinary story of  survival and alliance 

during World War II: the icy journey of  four Allied 
ships crossing the Arctic to deliver much needed sup-
plies to the Soviet war effort.
Lucky 666 The Impossible Mission by Bob Drury and 

Tom Clavin
This is the dramatic, untold story of  a daredevil 

bomber pilot and his misfit crew who fly their lone 
B-17 into the teeth of  the Japanese Empire in 1943, en-
gage in the longest dogfight in history, and change the 
momentum of  the War in the Pacific but not without 
making the ultimate sacrifice.     

Balloons 
Cards
Candy
Coffee Vouchers
Gifts For All Ages

Beautiful Fresh 
Floral Bouquets

Open: Tues. - Fri. 8-5 p.m.; Sat. 9-3 p.m.

NEW ITEM!

Floral & 
coffee combo 
with carrier
(Limited availability)

We’ve curated perfect pairings.
No fuss, no stress, just 	 owers she’ll love!

Pre-orders appreciated. 
Grab-N-Go bouquets available while supplies last.

We’ve Got You Covered ThisWe’ve Got You Covered This

Valentine s̒ DayValentine s̒ Day

Free Delivery 
to School and in Town

Joyce Irene Cook, 79, of  
Elsie, passed away Jan-
uary 26, 2026, at Perkins 
County Health Services 
in Grant.
Joyce was born Novem-

ber 18, 1946, in Shenan-
doah, Iowa, to Gale “Bill” 
and Christina (Slauter) 
Rood. She grew up in the 
area and graduated from 
Callaway High School.
On July 24, 1963, Joyce 

married Lynn R. Cook 
in Taylor, Nebraska. The 
couple lived in Hastings 
for 10 years before moving 
to Elsie, where they made 
their home and raised 
their three boys, Cary, 
Chris, and Colby. 
For Joyce, one of  her 

greatest joys was found in 
caring for her family. She 
loved baking cookies for 
her grandchildren; her 
chocolate chip cookies 
and hot rolls were family 
favorites. Joyce’s meals 
were always made with 
love and were a highlight 
of  family gatherings, par-
ticularly during the holi-
days, when she was happi-
est cooking for those she 
loved most.
Joyce also enjoyed tend-

ing to her flowers. Per-
haps above all, she adored 
her dogs, who were her 
special companions 
throughout life. 
She was preceded in 

death by her parents, Gale 
and Christina Rood; sib-
lings, Vernon and Rich-
ard; and other loved ones.
Joyce is survived by 

her loving husband of  62 
years, Lynn Cook of  Elsie; 
sons, Cary (Stacey) Cook 
of  Ogallala, Chris Cook 
of  Sutherland, and Col-
by (Tami) Cook of  Elsie; 
grandchildren, Amber 
(Jason) Dowse of  North 

Platte, Michael Cook of  
Atkinson, Michele (Da-
vid) Vinton of  Whitman, 
Hunter Cook of  Lincoln, 
Kennedi Cook of  North 
Platte, Kimberly Cook of  
North Platte, Kiffen Cook 
of  Minden, Kaitlin Cook 
of  Kearney; great-grand-
children, Jayden, Lauryn, 
Lily, Kyree Dowse, Emitt, 
Eli, Elivia, and Millie 
Vinton, Samuel Dircksen, 
Henry Cook, and Sawyer 
Cook; sister, Diana Dan-
kof  of  Nebraska City; 
along with many other 
relatives and friends.
Funeral services were 

held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 29, at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Elsie Methodist Church, 
with Pastor Shanon Wil-
liams officiating. Burial 
will be in Rose Hill Cem-
etery at Callaway.
Visitation was held on 

Wednesday, January 28, 
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
at the Bullock-Long Fu-
neral Home in Grant.
A memorial has been 

established in Joyce’s 
memory for later designa-
tion. Condolences may be 
shared at bullocklongfu-
neralhome.com.
Bullock-Long Funer-

al Home of  Grant is in 
charge of  arrangements.

Joyce Irene Cook
1946-2026

Obituaries

College Notes
 Local students quali-
fied for the President’s 
List and the Dean’s List 
during the 2025 fall semes-
ter at Mid-Plains Commu-
nity College.
 Making the President’s 
List with a GPA of  3.9 
or greater on a 4.0 scale 
were Anna Coleman of  
Arnold and Summer Mo-
rash of  Stapleton (A.H.S. 
senior).
Qualifying for the Dean’s 
List with a GPA of  3.5-3.89 
on a 4.0 scale was Rhyan 

Jacobsen of  Arnold.
All  are full-time students.

********
Logan Recoy of  Ar-

nold has been named to 
the President’s Academic 
Honors List for the 2025 
fall semester at Dakota 
State University. To be 
named to the list, full-time 
students must achieve a 
grade point average of  3.5 
to 4.0 and earned at least 
12 hours of  course credit 
to qualify for the honors 
list. 

Ralph Alden Nansel age 
88 of  Arnold, NE, passed 
away on January 27, 2026, 
at the Callaway Good Life 
Center.
Funeral services were 

held on Monday, February 
2, 2026, at 10:30 AM at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Arnold, NE. Burial 
followed in the Arnold 
Cemetery. Memorials 
are suggested to Arnold 
Cemetery, United Meth-
odist Church of  Arnold, 
Callaway Good Life Cen-
ter, or the Donor’s choice. 
A visitation and time to 
greet the family was held 
on Sunday, February 1st, 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Arnold. Govier Broth-
ers Mortuary is in charge 
of  arrangements. Online 
words of  remembrance or 
condolences may be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com
Ralph was born to Loyd 

and Lois Mae (Avers) 
Nansel on November 24, 
1937, on Garfield Table 
southwest of  Arnold, NE.
Ralph was the young-

est of  seven children. He 
spent his childhood on 
the farm. Ralph went to 
country school at Gar-
field Table, Yucca Valley 
and Prairie View in Kilm-
er Valley. He attended 
Arnold High School for 
the first two years, then 
brother Wayne sent him 
to Curtis School of  Agri-
culture, where he gradu-
ated in 1954. 
After graduating, Ralph 

returned to Kilmer Val-
ley to run the farm until 
brother Kenneth came 
home from Korea. Shortly 
after, he moved to Don and  
Mildred Smith’s. Ralph 
called Mildred the moth-
er he never had. They 
had a refrigerator and 
ice cream, which started 
Ralph’s love for ice cream.
At this time Ralph start-

ed custom harvesting 
with the help of  Don, Bob-
bi, and Max Smith. Ralph 
was 19 years old and ran a 
harvest crew from Texas 
to Montana.
Ralph and Karla Olson 

were married in June of  
1959. They celebrated 60 
years of  marriage. Ralph 
and Karla were blessed 
with three children Brad, 
Tami, and Dan.
After marriage and 

starting a family, Ralph 

Ralph Alden Nansel
1937-2026

knew he had to stay close 
to home. He was doing 
farm work, fencing, and 
cement work.
In 1966, he went to work 

for Dwight Best at the 
mobile station on the 
corner, and Dwight pre-
sented Ralph with the op-
portunity to own his own 
business. Cal Joy joined 
Ralph on the corner. Cal 
took care of  the station, 
and Ralph drove the fuel 
truck. Ralph’s love was 
driving the fuel truck.
Ralph built a successful 

business with hard work, 
dedication, and always in-
vesting money back into 
the business; that busi-
ness continues today with 
Brad and Bryce on the 
corner.
Ralph never had a hobby;  

he said work was his hob-
by. He was a loyal Husker 
football fan, he enjoyed 
drives in the country, and 
sitting on the patio in the 
quiet after a long day of  
work.
Ralph leaves behind a 

loving family that will 
miss him greatly: his chil-
dren Brad (Connie) Nan-
sel, Tami (Leo) Kleffman, 
and Danny Nansel; three 
grandchildren Brandon 
(Amy) Nansel, Bryce 
Nansel (Lexi Sandoz), 
and Nicole Kleffman; 
four great-grandchildren,  
Braxton and Maddie Nan-
sel, Carter and Sawyer 
Nansel; sister Theda Cole-
man; brother-in-law Den-
ny Olson, sister-in-law 
Karen Olson; and many 
nieces, nephews, and 
friends.
Ralph was preceded in 

death by his parents, wife 
Karla, brothers Wayne, 
Kenneth, Delmar Nan-
sel, sisters Ardith Clark, 
Shirley Bassett, broth-
ers-in-law, Gary Bassett, 
Lawrence Coleman, Bob 
Sheets, Dale Clark, sis-
ters-in-law Charlotte Nan-
sel and Wilma Nansel.

1900 - Draft of  the Hay–Pauncefote Treaty to build the 
Panama Canal is sent to the US Senate by President 
William McKinley.
1922 - Reader’s Digest magazine 1st published.
1924 - 1st Winter Olympic Games close at Chamonix, 

France.
1931 - Malcolm Campbell sets world land speed record 

speed of  246.08 mph driving his famous Blue Bird car 
at Daytona Beach, Florida.

Today In History

Advertising deadline is 
Friday noon. 

The Chili Cook-off is set for March 7, 2026! 
If you have a business or a group of friends that 
just love to cook up a good pot of chili, get your 
team together and stop in 
at First State Insurance 
to pickup a sign-up form. 
Or text Taylour Snyder 
(308)660-1074 or Debbie 
Connelly (308)440-6862.

Save The Date


