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Jessie Pauline
Vian Lehmkuhler,
98, formerly of
Stapleton, eldest
daughter of Jess J.
and Florence Har-
riet (Whelden)
Vian, was born
May 28, 1916, at
the family home
near Simpson, Logan
County, Colorado. She de-
parted this life March 27,
2015, at North Platte, Lin-
coln County, Nebraska.
Pauline, as she was
known, was the first child
born to this union of two
boys and two girls.

Pauline came to Ne-
braska as a child, at-
tended Hoaglund School
and graduated from the
Gandy High School in
1936. Following her grad-
uation, she lived with and
worked for families car-
ing for mothers and ba-
bies during childbirth
until she married.

Pauline married Ernest
George Lehmkuhler Sep-
tember 28, 1936, at North
Platte, Lincoln County,
Nebraska. They lived and
farmed near Stapleton,
Logan County, Nebraska,
until 1990 when they sold
the farm to his cousin,
Charles and Twyla
Kramer. They purchased
lots on C Street in Staple-
ton, and designed and
built a beautiful and com-
fortable home. They
moved into the new
house March 17, 1990.
Ernest suffered a stroke
June 9, 1990, and because
of his forethought in the
design of their home, was
able to live at home where
Pauline lovingly cared for
him until about six
months, before he died on
September 6, 1992.
Pauline continued to live
in the home with the help
of the children, friends
and neighbors until Octo-
ber 26, 2007, when she
moved to Independent
Living at Centennial Park
Retirement Village.

Pauline was baptized
and raised in the First
Baptist Church of Arnold.
She, Ernest and their fam-
ily joined the First Presby-
terian Church in
Stapleton in March 21,
1948. They were very
faithful members, ac-
tively teaching Sunday
School, Women's Associa-
tion or helping out wher-
ever they were needed.
She was ordained an
Elder, January 25, 1981,
and served until 1984.
She had read the Bible

through 20 times
by the year 2000.
She continued to
serve  her church
by furnishing a
cake for each fu-
neral dinner at
the church and
always had one
baked ahead in

the freezer.
Ernest and Pauline had

four children, Ernest, Vir-
gil, David and Charlene.
They always raised a large
garden and most of their
own meat as the family
grew up. Pauline was very
involved in the commu-
nity serving as a 4-H
leader and Extension
leader. She preserved veg-
etables, fruit and meat by
canning and freezing. A
testament to her generos-
ity was her special invita-
tions extended to
ministers, visiting church
guests, friends and family
members to come to the
farm for a generous meal
of fresh fried chicken or
chicken and noodles,
homemade bread and
home grown vegetables
and pies. She sewed the
children's clothing on a
treadle sewing machine
until 1959, when they
purchased a new Necchi
sewing machine. When
she pieced a lot of quilts,
she would cut and Ernest
sewed them together.

Survivors include: sons,
Ernest (Ardis), Dodge City,
Kansas; Virgil (Karen),
Sidney, Nebraska; daugh-
ter Charlene (Dwayne)
Berger, Dannebrog, Ne-
braska; daughter-in-law
Barbara Lehmkuhler,
Copperas Cove, Texas;
nine grandchildren, 13
great-grandchildren and
three great-great-grand-
children; sister-in-law
Gwen Vian and many spe-
cial nieces and nephews.

Pauline was preceded in
death by a son David
Lehmkuhler; grand-
daughter, Lorna Barret;
her husband; her parents;
sister, Lucille Halstead;
brothers Dean Vian and
Walter "Harry" Vian.

A graveside service was
held at 1:00 p.m., Thurs-
day, April 2, 2015, at the
Arnold Cemetery. A me-
morial service will be
held at a later date.

Memorials are re-
quested to the Corner-
stone Church, Gideon's or
KJLT. 

Arnold Funeral Home is
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Just finished reading
this week's "They've a
Story to Tell" by Darlene
Rimpley. Each one of
these stories has touched
me in some way, espe-
cially the April 2 article
on Dot Gast. Dot was one
of those special people I
visited on a weekly basis
obtaining ads for The Sta-
pleton Enterprise - "back
in the day” - prior to Cre-
ative Printers purchasing
The Arnold Sentinel.

My Friday rounds in
Arnold consisted of stop-
ping at businesses and at
least saying hello. Cecil
Lewis at Arnold Livestock,
Dot at The Store, Marian
at H & O Motor, Bob at
Forrester's Dodge City,
Dave at The Lumber Yard,
Marj at Model Café, Al
and Arvilla at the Country
Club...just to name a few.

With each passing week
those stops became more
special. I remember it was
always fun to stop in at
The Store to visit Dot. Not
just because she placed an
ad with me that was fun
to design, but that she

took the time to ask how
my week had gone. And,
she was genuinely inter-
ested in what I was up to
and through the years we
became good friends.
After reading her story -
what an interesting life
she has led.

Janet's column last week
about time flying cer-
tainly rings true when I
stop to recall the years
spent working at the
newspaper. Reading
"They've a Story to Tell"
reminds me why they
have been good years. The
friendships are what have
made this job worth-
while.

Thank you, Darlene, for
the wonderful stories,
bringing back memories
and a tear to my eye. The
residents in Arnold cer-
tainly do have stories to
tell!

Marcia Hora
Stapleton

 Letter to the Editor
Recalling Friendships Made

Jessie Pauline Vian Lehmkuhler
1916-2015

I woke up excited last Friday morning, as I was going
on a “reporting adventure” to a place that I’ve always
wondered about, but have never been able to explore.
Earlier, I had received a tip that there was a good story
about the Cool girls - Reagan and Ella - and their
friend, Shayla, and their new fort that would be of in-
terest to anyone who has lived in Arnold. The “fort”
turned out to be the old Koubek slaughter house,
where no man had bravely gone before as far as we
know. My curiosity was about to be satisfied.

When I was about Reagan and Shayla’s age, my best
exploring buddies were the Peterson girls - Lori and
Vickie - who lived just up the street. We left no stone
unturned in town and the surrounding vicinity. You
could find us at Elof’s barn and exploring the canyons
up north, under the South Loup River’s bridge, in cul-
verts, out at the state park, in alleys in town and under
my home’s front porch. All was ours to explore, as long
as we got home when the whistle blew. But no matter
how mysterious and captivating, that brick building
was off limits.

So when I walked into the old slaughter house with
those three girls, I understood their excitement of dis-
covering something new. It was fascinating. They had
learned a lot by asking questions of adults the past few
weeks and were knowledgeable about what the his-
toric items were used for and how they operated. It
was a fun interview, and I thank them for inviting me
into their “fort” and being such a great interview.

********
If you remember last week’s column, my topic was

the 70’s grads of A.H.S. and time flying. It seemed
ironic this week, when news releases came in through
e-mail about three of those grads being honored for
high achievement in their careers.  We join the town
in congratulating Sgt. Major Susan Hunter upon her
retirement from the U.S. Army, and Dan Keyser and
Bob Jensen for being selected for induction into the
Nebraska High School Sports Hall of Fame.

Congratulations also goes out to another A.H.S. grad-
uate, SSG Joshua Flint for his promotion in the Army.
We thank him and Sgt. Major Hunter for their service
to our country.

Going to the annual Easter Egg
Hunt last week at Arnold City
Park was quite different for
Kiptin, now three-and-a-half
years old, compared to the previ-
ous hunts. 

I specifically recall a picture
that was snapped at Kiptin’s first
Easter Egg Hunt as he clutched
his coveted Tigger in one hand
and yellow baby chick Easter bas-
ket in the other. Then in the
older part of the under 2 cate-
gory, he cautiously watched the
other kids as the official said
“go” and kids started running
collecting eggs. The look of disbe-
lief that everyone would be running around like that
was the expression on his face. He got one egg that
year as family friend Zach Hagler reached down and
gave him an egg.

On the way to the hunt this year, with Tigger still by
his side, I was explaining to him that the hunt is
chaotic and when they tell you to go, you just go and
go fast. I also said there was one silver egg and one
gold egg and those were the special eggs. During the
interactive story, the gold and silver eggs were men-
tioned once again.

Right before the hunt began, he reminded me about
how fast he was and when the official “go” was given
for ages 3-4, Kiptin preceded to scan the ground at the
brightly colored eggs and NOT pick up a single egg. 

I was snapping pictures for the newspaper of the
youngest group, as they are “slower” and easier to cap-
ture good pictures and watched him out of the corner
of my eye - run around, turn around as if dancing over
the eggs and not pick up any eggs. I headed over to
find him circling the base of the trees. In the midst of
the few minutes of chaos, he told me that the special
eggs last year were
found by the trees and
he was looking for
them.

At that moment he
found a metallic egg
and I just so happened
to snap a picture -
imagine that! The fa-
cial expression was
priceless as Kiptin had
found a silver egg,
good enough for GOLD
in his eyes! Kiptin’s
one egg was once again
a success!

Kiptin’s next egg hunt of the year was at our house
and he undoubtedly would have won the “slowest egg
hunter” award, but it didn’t matter since he was the
only one and he could go at his own pace.  After find-
ing each egg, he would set his basket down, get situ-
ated on the grass and open his egg, put it in the basket
and proceed to the next one.

Another egg hunt was at grandma Barb’s house,
where each kid was assigned a specific color of eggs to
pick up. This worked great for the wide variety of egg
hunting ages. Of course, Kiptin got his favorite color -
orange - of eggs to seek, as he lets everyone know the
color he is partial to. This worked great again, as
Kiptin definitely went at his own pace and reminded
everyone that orange was his favorite color after find-
ing each egg!

The final egg hunt of the year was at my family’s in
North Platte. There, each of the four kids was in-
structed to find 34 eggs. The older three found 34+
eggs very rapidly. Kiptin could count to 15, so he
found 15. Two hours later, after the other kids’ ideas
of egg hunting were long gone, Kiptin was still “truck-
ing” one egg at a time that he would find to the patio
in an aged Tonka truck he had been playing with. 

Even at his own pace, I would say, this year’s egg
hunts were a success in a very unique way!
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Going’ for the gold

 J & S Recycling
 John Cline - Owner-Operator

 Eddyville, NE Phone: 402-460-7709

 Call for current prices!

 Your highest on site metal buyer.
 Buying copper, brass, irrigation pipe, 

 electric motors, all types of aluminum and 
 steel, old car bodies and equipment. 
 Call for current prices! Call for current prices!

Advertising
Deadline is 

Friday Noon.

Fern W. Schroeder Hall
was born January 16,
1919, at Bartlett, Iowa, to
John Henry and Alta M.
(Gibson) Schroeder. She
departed this life to be
with her Savior on Janu-
ary 30, 2015, at the Call-
away Good Life Center.

She was one of 12 chil-
dren. At the age of seven,
her family moved to Ne-
braska. They lived near
Broken Bow, Ansley, Dun-
ning and Arnold.

Fern attended Arnold
High School, where she
graduated in 1936.

She was baptized in
‘Christ’ as a young
woman and her faith con-
tinued to grow until she
departed this life.

In her early teens at the
Climax Sunday School,
she met Cameron Hall,
who stole her heart. On
April 3, 1937, Cameron
and Fern were married in
Aurora, Nebraska.

This union was blessed
by eight children. Some of
Fern’s happiest years
were spent at the sod
house where they lived
until 1949, when they
moved back to the ranch
into the house they built
themselves. They lived
there until 1986, when
they moved into Arnold.

Fern had many talents.
Besides being a wife and
mother, she taught
school, prepared income
taxes, took the census and
was an election official.
She very rarely missed
voting as ‘freedom’ was
very important to her.
She was also instrumen-
tal in getting senior meals
in Arnold.

She is survived by: sons,
Cameron Dee, Dunning;

Ellis (Colleen), Minot,
North Dakota; and Lynn,
Dunning; daughters, Lar-
raine Holm, Cave Creek,
Arizona; Paula (Bob)
Becker, Central City;
Marla Krout, Arnold; Ar-
lene (Gary) Blagdon, Sta-
pleton; and Nelda (Roy)
Lynn, Frederick, Col-
orado; 22 grandchildren,

Obituaries
Fern W. Schroeder Hall

1919-2015

36 great-grandchildren
and five great-great-
grandchildren; one sister,
Gayle Godsey; sister-in-
law, Norene Mills; many
nieces and nephews; and
her dear friend and care-
giver, Lois Johnson.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; her
husband Cameron of 74
years; son-in-law Jens
Holm; daughter-in-law
Gladys Hall; brothers,
Gene and Phillip, who
died at birth, Henry,

Lawrence, Robert, Lloyd
and Donald Schroeder;
sisters, Margaret Gift,
Clara Keyser and Leona
Eret.

Fern will be greatly
missed by her family and
many friends.

A celebration of Fern’s
life will be held on April
18, at 10:30 a.m., at the
Arnold Baptist Church.

Memorials may be made
to the Arnold Baptist
Church or the Gandy
Community Church.

Janet Larreau


