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 Community
 Calendar

 DECEMBER 11 - Rotary Club meeting, 
 Cardinal Inn, 6:30 p.m.
 DECEMBER 16 - Bible study and 
 fellowship, Riverview, 2:00 p.m.; 
 Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
 Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken 
 Bow.
 DECEMBER 19 - Bingo, Riverview, 3:00 
 p.m.
 DECEMBER 22 - Fibromyalgia support 
 group meeting, JMMMMC telemedicine 
 area, 3:00 p.m.

 FROG’S CLASS: Every Tuesday and 
 Thursday at 9:00 a.m., Riverview.

 Brought to 
 you by...

 JOE BOB ATKINS

 203 WEST ARNOLD ST. • ARNOLD, NE

 (308) 848-2215

 TOLL FREE: 800-658-0515

 E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

 “COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO TAKE 

 CARE OF YOURS.”

 Admission: $5.00

 Age 65 & Over: $4.00

 Age 3 & Under: Free

 For more information call: 308-848-2430

 Elite Dance Conservatory Presents...

 “Christmas Joy”
 Sun., Dec. 14, 2014
 Arnold Public School Auditorium

 4:00 p.m. Seating begins at 3:30 p.m.

By Craig R. Christiansen
Executive Director,

Nebraska State 
Education Association

A survey of students this
month at a college cam-
pus revealed that many
did not know who won
the American Civil War,
but could correctly iden-
tify both the current and
former wives of actor
Brad Pitt.  Should we re-
ally be concerned about
such sensational reports?
The answer is yes.  When
significantly more
teenagers are reported to
be able to name the Three
Stooges than the three
branches of our govern-
ment, we should all
worry. In the last two
decades, studies by the
National Geographic Soci-
ety, the National Constitu-
tion Center, the National
Conference of State Legis-
latures, the American
Council of Trustees and
Alumni, the National As-
sociation of Scholars —
and many others — all
point to important prob-
lems in the foundational
knowledge of what au-
thor and professor Mark
Bauerlein calls, in a 2008
book by the same name,
The Dumbest Generation.

Our language reveals
the relationship that ex-
ists between learning and
reading.  It was once com-
mon to call an educated
person “well-read.”  The
word “read” is still a syn-
onym for study or inter-
pretation.  The word we
often use for knowledge
and skill is “literate,” de-
rived from the Latin word
for letter.

The simple fact is that
reading is critical to the
acquisition of knowledge.
The effects of a non-read-
ing culture are obvious
and dangerous.  If a dem-
ocratic society depends
on an informed elec-
torate, we may be living
on borrowed time.  

‘Pointless Babble’
Reading broadens our

understanding of the
human condition — of
who we are and how our

experience is the same or
different from both
friends and enemies.  It
helps us situate our his-
tory and our culture.  And
reading gives us practice
in analyzing the claims of
truth or fact. The great
works of fiction are sto-
ries — lenses — that help
us see and understand
the world in critically dif-
ferent ways. Or course,
reading does not have to
be of 1,000 page literary
tomes to be important.
On the other hand, it
can’t be the stuff of 140
characters that defines
much of the “pointless
babble” of Twitter.

How do we encourage
reading in a society that
now questions the future
of books and newspapers
and can’t even spare the
time to look at “page 2” of
a web search?  

The Story of Family
As I write this essay, I

think of the sheaf of let-
ters that my great-great
grandfather wrote home
from the battlefields of
the Civil War.  I know who
won the Civil War.  I am
connected to that answer
by these letters and the
knowledge that my fore-
bear died in that war.  I
know he left a widow and
seven children and be-
cause of his death almost
exactly 150 years ago, my
understanding is deeper
about how the death of
every soldier today affects
a family forever.  All fami-
lies have a similar sheaf of
letters.  They are from the
battlefield, the hospital,
college, former lovers or
former foes, from lonely
children or aging parents.  

These letters are the lit-
erature — the story — of
every family. One ques-
tion is why they are usu-
ally hidden away in a
cedar chest or in the back
of a drawer.  The more im-
mediate question is why
such letters are not being
written today.  Tweets,
emails, texts and Face-
book posts are temporary
and usually too shallow to
be the kind of important

THIS WEEK...Dec. 11
Members will attend the

school Christmas pro-
gram at 7:00 p.m. Supper
will be at 6:00 p.m.

NEXT WEEK...Dec. 18
Caroling and Bingo at

Riverview Apartments.

Rotary 
Club News

Lois Jane Shields, 103,
passed away to be with
the Lord on November 23,
2014. She was being cared
for at the Callaway Good
Life Center.

Lois was born Septem-
ber 24, 1911, in Ansley,
Nebraska, to her parents,
Frank and Hattie
(Stricklen) Hagin. She was
raised in Callaway and
had many fond memories
of her childhood. She
talked of her Mamma
baking pies. Her mother,
Hattie, operated a restau-
rant and her father deliv-
ered mail. Many times she
told of the restaurant re-
ceiving a barrel of oysters
and it would contain little
pink crabs. She loved to
eat the little crabs.

She graduated valedicto-
rian of her class May 15,
1930, from Callaway High
School. Lois had one sis-
ter, Irma Marie Hagin
Tompson Harter, and two
brothers, Loyd and wife
Lorella Hagin and Harold
and wife Mammie Hagin.
All preceded her in death.

Lois was united in mar-
riage to Howard Garrison.
To this union two daugh-
ters were born, Gaylene
Joyce Garrison Weber and
Pamela Sue Garrison
Speck.

The family moved to Los
Angeles, California, dur-
ing the war. She remem-
bered the blackouts over
the city at night to protect
all from bombings. She
also acquired a fondness
for Chinese food and al-
ways loved it. After the
war the family moved
back to Nebraska. She
also lived in Bethany,
Oklahoma for a short
time.

Lois worked at Pools De-
partment Store in Arnold
for many years. She
worked at Harberts Bak-
ery for sometime and J.C.
Penneys in Kearney.

On April 25, 1953, Lois
was united in marriage to
Donald (Mutt) Shields. At
that time she became a
farm wife. She was a won-
derful cook and always
had shelves of canned
goods in the basement.
Lois loved gardening and
taking care of her outside
spaces. She was a long-
time member of the
Church of the Nazarene
in Arnold. She read her
Bible every day until she
no longer was able.

She leaves behind her
daughter and son-in-law,
Gaylene and Marvin
Weber; their son, David
and wife, Marlys; son Dan
and wife Tiffany; daugh-
ter Devra and her son,
Riley. Vickie Jean Rook-
stool preceded her grand-
mother to heaven in 2008.
She also leaves her daugh-
ter Pamela Speck and her
sons, Zachary Speck and
wife Cathy, and Dustin
Speck and his wife, Ari-
ane. Lois had six grand-
children and 11
great-grandchildren and
one great-great-grandson.
She loved us all very
much. She also leaves be-
hind a host of friends and
family members.

Memorial services will
be at the Arnold Nazarene
Church Saturday, Decem-
ber 13, at 2:00 p.m., with
inurnment following at
the Arnold Cemetery. Me-
morials may go to the
Nazarene church.

Arnold Funeral Home in
charge of arrangements.

Obituary
Lois Jane Shields

1911-2014

Opinion
Knowing Our Letters

lens on humanity that
other writing — and read-
ing — offers.  A friend of
mine writes a letter to
each of her children on
their birthdays.  These let-
ters are “keepers,” not
temporary deletes.

Our society is losing its
interest in reading and,
consequentially, is less in-
formed, less analytical,
less insightful and more
easily distracted from im-

Closed Cases
11/06/14: Melba Dell vs.

Raymond Jensen Etal - De-
cree of Foreclosure for
Plaintiff.

11/06/14: State of NE vs.
Michael J. Benedict, Jr. -
Guilty - Criminal Attempt
(Burglary) Class IV
Felony, sentenced to 60
days jail, 3 years proba-
tion, restitution and costs.

11/10/14: Matthew A.
Welte vs. Phoebe B. Welte
- Dissolution of Marriage
granted.

11/12/14: Delbert and
Terri Griffiths vs. Werner
Construction, Inc. - Case
Dismissed.

11/19/14: The Insurance
Center vs. Melissa Larson
- Case Dismissed.

11/20/14: Samantha D.
Fuchs vs. Nckolas J. Fuchs
Jr. - Dissolution of Mar-
riage Granted.

portant issues.  Letters to
friends and family are
perfect ways to deeply ex-
plore real issues between
people who care about
each other.  These letters
will be read — and re-read.
What will be the next let-
ter that you will write?

Founded in 1867, the
Nebraska State Education
Association has 28,000
members statewide.

Custer County District Court
11/20/14: Laci K. Scott

vs. Jason L. Scott - Dissolu-
tion of Marriage granted.

11/20/14: State of NE vs.
Michelle Burnett - Guilty -
Count I - Sexual Abuse of
an Inmate, 2nd Degree,
Class IV Felony and Guilty
- Count II - Attempted Dis-
tribution of Marijuana -
Class III Felony. Sen-
tenced to 3 years proba-
tion on each count, to run
concurrent.

 Riverview 
 Apartments
 By the residents 

 of Riverview

The community birth-
day party was held at
Riverview on December
1.  Those celebrating
birthdays were Olivia
Furne, Letha Dick and
Jane Tucker. The musical
entertainment was pro-
vided by Miss Bailey from
the Arnold High School
and her students, Jennifer
Barraza, Claire Beshaler,
Olivia Furne, Morgan
Eggleston and Sadie
Christensen. The decora-
tions were planned with a
Christmas theme and the
room looked very festive.
Refreshments were
served by Mary Andre,
Dolores Weber and Jane
Tucker.

Monday, Frances Scott
went to the Broken Bow
Hospital and later in the
week was moved to Off
Broadway Assisted Living
at 403 S 1st Ave, Room
114, Broken Bow NE
68822. She will be missed
at Riverview.

Tuesday and Thursday,
FROG sessions were busy,
with the public invited to
the exercise event each
week.

Tuesday, Bible study was
held with Rev. Ben Eick-
hoff of the Zion Lutheran
Church. The theme was
“Come, Lord Jesus in
God’s Time Turning and
Returning Quiet Time
with God.”

Sarah Peterson was out
and about. Saturday
night, she attended the
Appreciation Sandwich
and Soup dinner with her
caregiver, Jeanne. Sunday
afternoon, she and Nikki
Holt visited Ray and
Karen Holt’s ranch to
view weaning of the
calves.

Letha Dick and Dolores
Weber were seen at the
Craft Show Saturday.

Sunday, all the residents
received “Care Christmas
Bags” filled with goodies

from the Methodist
church. Thank you so
very much. The special
homemade cookies “hit
the spot.” Marion Mohr
had a visit Sunday with
Mary Hardin who deliv-
ered a bag of goodies
from the Methodist
church.

Viola Geiser continued
on the afghan she is cur-
rently making. This week,
on Tuesday, she attended
Ruth Circle Salad Lunch-
eon. It was wonderful vis-
iting with various ones.
Ruth Circle is a Baptist
mission organization who
sends items to white cross
projects and raises funds
for missions. They still
roll bandages from sheets
to send overseas. 

Saturday, Darry and Do-
lores had dinner at the
Chamber appreciation
supper.

Darry and Dolores vis-
ited Frances Scott Sunday
as she had settled in at Off
Broadway.

Wednesday, Pastor Irv
came in the evening to
present a time of prayer
and Bible study.

Next Thursday, the Gab
session will involve resi-
dents discussing their
hobbies. 

The Foot Clinic invites
everyone to try their
monthly service. Call Jane
Tucker for an appoint-
ment.

Local News
Judy Gracey and

Genevieve Collier at-
tended the wrestling tour-
nament at Dunning
Tuesday afternoon to
watch Cole Gracey wres-
tle. 

Evelyn Gracey and
Genevieve were Wednes-
day afternoon visitors of
Bo Dell Gracey.

Marty Gracey was a
Thursday morning visitor
of Genevieve.

Advertising
Deadline is

Friday Noon.


