Obituaries

Ruth Anna Yanken
1929-2017

Ruth Anna
Yanken, age
88 of Arnold,
passed away
Tuesday Sep-
tember 26,
2017, at
Lemay
Health and B2
Rehab in Ft.
Collins, Col-
orado.

Ruth Anna Brower was
born February 9, 1929, in
White Lake, South
Dakota. She was the old-
est of the nine children
born to Gerrit and
Miriam (Leach) Brower.
When Ruth was 7 years
old, the family relocated
to Arnold, Nebraska from
South Dakota, where she
happily lived for 80 years.
In 2016, she moved to Col-
orado to be closer to her
two daughters. At age 14,
she met Kenneth Yanken
at a church event. Ken-
neth was smitten with
Ruth from that day for-
ward. They were married
on her 17th birthday and
enjoyed almost 50 years
of marriage together.
They loved the commu-
nity of Arnold and the
surrounding sandhills.
Ruth was an active mem-
ber of the Arnold Church
of the Nazarene where
she accepted Jesus Christ
as her personal Savior at
nine years of age. She
faithfully served as the
church pianist for 75
years and helped in many
other capacities over the
years. Ruth lived a con-
tented life, finding fulfill-
ment in being a
homemaker who loved
cooking and entertaining
for friends and family.
She also served as an
Arnold school bus driver
for over 40 years and
spoke often about the en-

joyment she
received
from driv-
ing her
routes and
interacting
with the
kids. Ruth
was truly a
caregiver
with a ser-
vant heart.
Over the years, she faith-
fully and selflessly cared
for her husband Ken-
neth’s aging grandpar-
ents and his mother
Nancy, for her sister-in-
law Marlene, for husband
Kenneth following his de-
bilitating stroke, and for
her own mother who
lived with Ruth the last
four years of her life.

Ruth was preceded in
death by her husband
Kenneth; daughter
Shirley Ruth; parents
Gerrit and Miriam; broth-
ers Lowell, Melvin and
Gerald; sisters Lorraine
and Dorothy; brother-in-
law Norris; and sister-in-
law Marlene.

She is survived by
daughters Rogene Lowe
and Renee (Ron) Cun-
ningham; grandchildren
Wendy (Denny) Stelk,
Colin (Valerie) Cunning-
ham and Kacey Lowe; and
great-grandchildren
Austin Stelk, and Isla and
Zadi Cunningham.

Memorials will be pre-
sented to Nazarene Com-
passionate Ministries and
online condolences may
be shared at
www.adamsswanson.co
m. Funeral services were
held at 10:00 a.m. on Sat-

urday, September 30,
2017, at the Arnold
Methodist Church with

Pastor Dynette Oberg offi-
ciating. Burial followed
at the Arnold Cemetery.




