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Community
Calendar

FEB. 22 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist Church, 
6:30 p.m.
FEB. 23 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview social 
room, 2:00 p.m.
FEB. 26 - Chamber Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Touch of
Grace.
FEB. 27 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

FROG’S CLASS: Every Tuesday and � ursday at 9:00 
a.m., Riverview.

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial Li-
brary, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Down at the Library….

A new project has recently been undertaken and com-
pleted at Finch Memorial Library. New intern Gracie 
Neth has been sorting out the old books to display 
from the fiction section. These books range from the 
1940s to even the late 1800s. These treasures are now 
displayed on the top of the shelves to show off  to the 
community, while making room for new books. 
Some of  the more interesting treasures included 

“The Pickwick Papers,” by Charles Dickens, which 
had a special, handwritten, Christmas message dating 
1911. The Mark Twain books, along with many others, 
were over a hundred years old. Libraries - especially 
Finch Memorial Library - are special places where the 
modern can coexist and thrive with the beauty of  the 
past.  
Newer Authors of  Nebraska
We’ve all heard of  “My Antonia,” by Willa Cather, but 

have you heard of….
“Secrets of  the Sandhills,” by John Hunt
Jack Harris, a 19-year-old Chicago native, is strug-

gling with the universal question asked by all teenage 
boys- what will he do with his life? Jack never met 
his father, which further complicated his dilemma. 
His mom, Shelly, raised him the best she knew but re-
mained mysteriously silent about his father. On his 
thirteenth birthday, Shelly presented Jack with an old 
leather-bound journal filled with hand-written entries 
on the timeworn pages. She didn’t say where she got 
the book, only that it belonged to a man named Farley 
Hayes. This journal kept by a mysterious Nebraskan 
became Jack’s most treasured possession, providing 
him with fatherly advice and manly stories.
One year after Jack graduated from high school, he 

resolved to quit his bicycle courier job and travel to 
Nebraska to find the author of  his beloved journal. 
With his mother’s blessing, he loaded his bicycle on a 
Greyhound bus and rode to Norfolk, Nebraska, where 
he dismounted and began the adventure of  his life.
Discover the Nebraska Sandhills with Jack, much 

like the first explorers with nothing but his bicycle 
and enough “beads” in his pocket to trade to the na-
tives for daily necessities. During his journey, he dis-
covers a myriad of  geographical wonders, historical 
tales, and mannerisms unique to this western culture. 
But most of  all, he learns some essential lessons. He 
even discovers the ever-illusive meaning of  life.

Lennie Blixt of  Chap-
man passed away Friday 
February 9, 2024, at As-
cension Via Christi-Man-
hattan. Lennie was born 
January 11, 1949, in Ar-
nold Nebraska, the son of  
Manfred and Ildie (Wheel-
er) Blixt.  
On February 16, 1979, 

Lennie married Carole 
Empson in Abilene, Kan-
sas. They made their 
home in the Chapman 
community.  Lennie grad-
uated from Arnold High 
School in 1967 and he then 
joined the United States 
Army and served in Viet-
nam. After his time in the 
Army, Lennie worked at 
Blixt Construction with 
his brothers and sister. 
Later in life, Lennie was 
a civil service plumber 
at Ft. Riley before his re-
tirement. Lennie was a 
member of  the Chapman 
American Legion post.
Lennie is survived by his 

wife Carole of  the home; 
his daughter Jennifer 
Wadeson and her husband 
Scott of  Junction City, 
Kansas; his granddaugh-
ters Shelbi Mathis of San 
Diego, California, and 
Kylie Merritt of  Tucson, 

Arizona; and his brothers 
Lyle (Janie) and LeRoy 
(Tina) Blixt of  Chapman, 
and his sister Lydia Blixt 
of  Emporia, Kansas. 
Lennie was preceded 

in death by his parents, 
brothers Larry and Leon 
Blixt, sister Lila Kitch 
and his daughter Georgi 
Blixt.  
A memorial service will 

be held March 3 at 2:00 
p.m. at the Londeen-Over-
lease Funeral Chapel, 
206 W. 5th Chapman with 
Pastor Stan Norman. The 
family suggests memori-
als be made to the Chap-
man American Legion 
and may be sent in care 
of  the Londeen-Overlease 
Funeral Chapel, PO Box 
411 Chapman, KS 67431.

Lennie Blixt
1949-2024

Elyza Mae Jennings: 
born June 20, 2023. Par-
ents: Warren and Avery 
Jennings. Grandparents: 
Jim and Kathy Hitch of
Martell and Irving and 
Melody Jennings of  Ar-
nold. Great-grandmother: 
Joyce Jennings of  Butte, 
Montana.

Baby of  2023

Arnold, NE- Sue Be-
shaler, age 94, of  Arnold 
passed away February 16, 
2024, at her home near Ar-
nold.
Mass of  Christian Buri-

al services will be held on 
Friday, February 23, 2024, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the St. Ag-
nes Catholic Church in 
Arnold.  The burial will 
be in the Arnold Ceme-
tery.  A visitation will be 
held on Thursday, Febru-
ary 23, from 4:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. with the fami-
ly greeting friends from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Agnes Catholic Church.  
A rosary service will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day evening at St. Agnes 
Catholic Church.  Memo-
rials are suggested to the 
Rialto Theater or the Ar-
nold Area Historical Mu-
seum.  Govier Brothers 
Mortuary/Arnold Funer-
al Home are in charge of  
the arrangements.  Online 
condolences can be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com 
Ellen Moore Gross Be-

shaler (Sue) was born Oc-
tober 4, 1929, in St. Louis, 
Missouri, to Ellen Moore 
Johnson and John Ed-
ward Gross. (Her grand-
father claimed she must 
have caused the stock 
market to crash). The 
family moved to Chicago 
when Ellen was five and 
she attended Miss Harris’ 
private school.  She moved 
to Vincennes, Indiana, 
at age 13 to be closer to 
family.   After graduating 
from Lincoln High School 
in 1947, she moved to Ar-
izona for health reasons 
and attended the Univer-
sity of  Arizona.   While 
attending the University, 
Ellen majored in Theatre 
where she had the honor 
of  being a leading lady 
in plays with the famous 
actor, Don Knotts, and a 
prominent Broadway ac-
tor, Ellis Rabb.   During 
her “drama career,” she 
was approached by a Hol-
lywood talent scout who 
wanted to help her get 
into the movies, but she 
declined.  She was induct-
ed in both the Zeta Phi Eta 
Speech Honorary Society 
and the National Colle-
giate Players, (an honor 
society for college partic-
ipants in theatre).   Ellen 
was especially proud to be 
a Kappa Alpha Theta so-
rority member in which 
she has enjoyed lifelong 
friendships. She was des-
ignated a desert beauty 
as she was a finalist for 
Desert Queen, the Queen 
of  Queens.   She was 
also honored as the ATO 
Dream Girl.  Ellen gradu-
ated from the University 
with a Bachelor of  Fine 
Arts degree in 1951. 
While visiting her moth-

er and stepfather (Homer 
Molyneux) in Broken 
Bow, Nebraska, she met 
Charles Francis Beshaler, 

a handsome farmer from 
Arnold who she mar-
ried in 1952.  They made 
a home together on the 
farm where they raised 
eight children: Richard 
Lee (Kim), John Francis 
(Mary Ellen), Jeanne El-
len (Frank) Staroski, Joan 
Marie (Kim) Adcock, 
Anne Michelle (John) Sei-
bel, Mary Suzanne Yar-
rington, Elizabeth Lynn 
(Anthony) Romano and 
Michael Moore. 
Ellen enjoyed being a 

world traveler visiting 
Russia, Alaska, and Egypt 
to name a few places.   El-
len loved her Catholic 
faith and visited the pil-
grimage sites Fatima, 
Medjugorje, Assisi, and 
the Holy Land. She man-
aged to see St. Pope John 
Paul II three times and 
also had the honor of  
meeting Mother Theresa.  
Back on the home front, 
she volunteered in vari-
ous ministries in her par-
ish church. Ellen was also 
instrumental in restoring 
the Rialto Theatre in Ar-
nold.  She participated on 
multiple boards, includ-
ing the Mental Health 
Board and DCCW, a Cath-
olic organization. Ellen 
was especially proud of  
her family ties with the 
comedian, Victor Borge 
and his family and she 
visited them often.    She 
enjoyed having front row 
seats at his concerts and 
laughing hysterically.      
She leaves to mourn her 

passing seven children, 31 
grandchildren, 49 great- 
grandchildren, many 
nieces and nephews, cous-
ins, and dear friends. Be-
sides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles (Bud), 
of  56 years, son Micheal, 
grandsons Ryan and Ja-
son, infant great-grand-
son Ollie Xavier, infant 
sister Rachel Gross, step-
brother Bill Molyneux, 
nephew Dave Molyneux, 
sister and brother-in-law 
Bud and Patty Beshaler 
Parks, and her aunt and 
uncle Bob and Ruth John-
son. 

James Bradley “Jimmy” 
Davenport, age 52, passed 
away on February 15, 
2024, at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Kearney, Ne-
braska.
Jimmy was born on 

April 23, 1971, to James 
and Sherry (Hircock) Dav-
enport, in North Platte, 
Nebraska. He spent his 
childhood on the family 
farm. From a young age, 
Jimmy had a love for the 
outdoors. He could fre-
quently be found sitting 
on a hill in the pasture 
with the family dog “Sis-
sy.” He had a lifelong com-
passion for animals and 
never hesitated to rescue 
a crippled cat. 
Many hours were spent 

fishing with his dad and 
older brothers, a hobby he 
enjoyed throughout his 
life. His older sisters were 
thrilled to have a little 
brother who they taught 
to ride horses at a very 
young age. He participat-
ed in 4-H with his horse 
“Dolly.” When he was lit-
tle, he acquired the nick-
name “Thumper” when 
his older siblings encour-
aged him to hop around 
the yard like the bunnies 
we had as pets at Easter. 
He attended Arnold 

Public Schools where he 
played football, wrestled, 
and graduated in 1989. 
He was also a member of  
the Boy Scouts for many 
years.  Jimmy spent most 
of  his life in Arnold and a 
brief  time in Omaha. He 
was a flooring specialist 
and a perfectionist and 
took great pride in his 
trade. There wasn’t a job 
he couldn’t tackle, and 
his beautiful work is ap-
parent in Arnold Public 
Schools, St Agnes Catho-
lic Church, a large hand-
icap bathroom for his 
mother and many more 
homes and businesses in 
the area.
On July 24, 2009, the 

pride and joy of  his life 
was born, Austin Mi-
chael. He was passionate 
about doing activities 
with his son, such as fish-
ing, camping, 4-wheel-
ing, going to the Nuggets 
game, and often included 
Austin’s friends. Jimmy 

Sue Beshaler
1929-2024

James “Jimmy” Davenport
1971-2024

was so proud of  Austin’s 
accomplishments of  be-
ing on the honor roll and 
winning the spelling bee 
and following in his foot-
steps playing football and 
wrestling. 
He enjoyed spending 

time with his nieces and 
nephews, taking them 
boating, tubing, and sein-
ing for minnows in the 
river.
Jimmy was preceded 

in death by his parents 
James and Sherry, grand-
parents Darrel and Freda 
Hircock, Orville (Mary) 
Davenport, and Lola Dav-
enport, brother Michael 
Davenport, sister JoDee 
Kimball and nephew An-
drew Claymon. Left to 
cherish the memories he 
gave us are his son Aus-
tin, sisters Julie (Randy) 
Bailar, Jeani Davenport, 
Joni Claymon, Jennifer 
(Jeff) Drey, Jacque (Ryan) 
Porter, brother Dan Dav-
enport, aunts Lavilla 
Estabrooks and Dean-
na Morgan and Austin’s 
mother Nikki Harter and 
Austin’s sister Angelina, 
as well as many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, 
and friends. 
Memorials in Jimmy’s 

honor may be sent to: The 
Jimmy Davenport Me-
morial fund at Pinnacle 
Bank in Arnold.
A graveside service will 

be held at 11:00 a.m., on 
Monday, February 26, 
2024, at the Arnold Cem-
etery. Lunch will follow 
at the Arnold Commu-
nity Center. All are wel-
come. Govier Brothers 
Mortuary are in charge 
of  arrangements. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com

Obituaries


