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Obituaries
Mary Fletcher Frahm

1948-2023
Mary J. Frahm was born 

the oldest daughter to 
I.A. ”Dutch” and Helen 
A. (Psota) Chelewski on 
July 7, 1948 at the Loup 
City, NE hospital. She 
passed away peacefully 
with family by her side 
at her home in Amelia on 
Thursday, July 6, 2023.
Mary’s first home was on 

a farm southwest of Loup 
City. Later, Dutch and 
Helen moved their small 
family to a farm near 
Westerville. Mary and her 
sister, Connie, loved farm 
life. They frequently re-
told humorous stories of 
swimming in stock tanks, 
collecting frogs and snails, 
and wallowing with the 
hogs. As a school teach-
er, her mother provided 
her education during the 
primary years. Many life 
lessons were also taught 
by her fun loving father, 
including how to fish, pull 
pranks, sing ditties, and 
shoot guns. Most of all, he 
taught her to love all living 
creatures. Mary had a deep 
compassion for all animals, 
whether they were pets, 
wildlife, livestock, insects, 
rodents, or varmints. Dogs 
and horses were among 
her favorite companions.
In 1957, Dutch and Hel-

en purchased the cafe 
and motel in Stapleton, 
NE. Mary helped wrangle 
bedding, cook meals, and 
serve tables. She and Con-
nie also created mischief 
around the cafe and Sta-
pleton community. Mary 
graduated from Stapleton 
High School in 1965. She 
received her Bachelor of 
Education from Kearney 
State College, and later ob-
tained a Master’s Degree.
She met John H. Fletch-

er of Bassett, NE while at 
college. They were unit-
ed in marriage on June 1, 
1969. While John served 
in the Army, the couple 
lived near Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. John 
and Mary returned to the 
Stapleton area and final-
ly made their home in 
Gandy. Mary taught high 
school classes at Stapleton 
Public School until they 
started their family. She 
was a frugal homemaker 
while they raised their two 
sons, Shaun and Aaron. 

She always had an abun-
dance of pets and livestock 
on their small acreage. 
Ducks, geese, chickens, 
goats, cows, dogs, and cats 
always eagerly greeted vis-
itors at their home. Once 
the boys completed upper 
elementary grades, Mary 
returned to teaching at 
Stapleton. She retired as a 
5th Grade teacher in 2010.  
In 1990, John passed 

away suddenly. In his ab-
sence, Mary persevered in 
raising two ornery teen-
age boys. She ensured 
they had ample opportu-
nities for fishing, hunting, 
and shooting with John’s 
close friends. Three years 
later, she and Aaron lost 
Shaun in a car accident. 
Mary’s faith in God and 
the support of family and 
great friends kept them 
both moving forward.  
Mary was a seeker of great 

adventures and was happi-
est outdoors. She hiked to 
the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon and dog sledded 
across the Northern frozen 
lakes. She hunted, fished, 
and packed horseback 
through the mountains. 
She participated in various 
equestrian drill team per-
formances. She and Connie 
logged miles upon miles 
trail riding on horseback 
all over Nebraska and the 
surrounding states. They 
especially loved spending 
time at Fort Robinson in 
Nebraska and the Black 
Hills in South Dakota. 
Their proudest accom-
plishment was riding to 
and photographing all 239 
windmills in Halsey Na-
tional Forest. Mary doc-
umented her adventures 
with pictures and stories 
in volumes of albums. She 
was passionate about gar-
dening and spent hours 
canning and preserving 

the often over abundant 
harvest. She loved to dance 
and could be seen float-
ing around the dance floor 
to a Polka or a Western 
two-step. Mary delighted 
in hearing stories of her 
two grandsons, Logan and 
Noah. As a fellow mother 
of boys, she could always 
relate. Mary was an avid 
reader and lifelong learn-
er. She was known to say, 
“If I can’t learn something 
from a book, I don’t want to 
read it. It will be a waste 
of my time.”  She spent 
hours reading God’s Word 
and applying it to her life.   
Not meant to be alone, 

God answered Mary’s 
prayer and brought Doug 
Frahm into her life. They 
had several interests in 
common, including each 
having connections to 
Model A Ford cars. Doug 
invited Mary to ride in his 
car during the 4th of July 
parade in Chambers, and 
their relationship grew 
from there. They were 
married on July 26, 2008, 
and made their home in 
Amelia, NE. They enjoyed 
many great adventures 
together as well, includ-
ing trail riding, camping, 
fishing, attending Moun-
tain Man Rendezvous, and 
renovating their beautiful 
home. Doug’s involvement 
with the American Legion 
as an Air Force veteran 
spurred Mary’s active role 
in the American Legion 
Auxiliary, serving as Sec-
retary/Treasurer. As Mary 
and Connie took interest 
in “Glamping” with their 
girlfriends, Doug took in-
struction for the remodel 
of a glamper or two. Mary 
was pleased that Doug was 
handy to do some of the 
dirty work while butcher-
ing chickens or other not 
so fun tasks. Mary enjoyed 
being a part of Doug’s large 
extended family. She loved 
to cook for and host fami-

ly get-togethers, especially 
for Thanksgiving, Easter, 
and Mother’s Day. The 
laughter while playing 
cards games and domi-
noes brought her great joy. 
Mary is survived by her 

husband, Doug Frahm; 
son, Aaron (Julie) Fletch-
er, and grandsons, Logan 
and Noah of Hershey; step-
son, Joe Frahm (fiancé 
Amanda Anderson) of Lin-
coln; brother-in-law Rog-
er Newtson, and nephew, 
Mike Newtson, of Raven-
na; niece, Corrie (Tom) 
Walthers of Loup City; 
great-nephew, Clancy Wal-
thers, of Ord; and moth-
er-in-law, Aggie Frahm of 
Atkinson. Other survivors 
include sisters-in-law, Pat 
Ronnebaum of Stanton; 
Karen “Sue” (Kevin) Sha-
fer of Prescott, AZ; Kathy 
Frahm of Blair; Lana 
(Don) Pheifer of Bassett; 
and Nickie Buell of Long 
Pine; brothers-in-law, Greg 
(Pam) Frahm of Emerson; 
Kent (Jody) Fletcher of 
Shelton; and Monte (Mary) 
Fletcher of Spencer as 
well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, and dear friends.
She was preceded in 

death by her first hus-
band, John H. Fletcher; 
oldest son, Shaun Fletch-
er; parents Dutch and 
Helen Chelewski; sister 
Connie Newtson; infant 
grandson, Joel Fletch-
er; fathers-in-law, Heinie 
Frahm and John L. Fletch-
er; mother-in-law, Melva 
Fletcher; and brothers-in-
law, Dan Frahm, Steve 
Ronnebaum, Ken Robert-
son, and Dennis Fletcher.
A private family service 

will be held at a later date. 
Memorials may be direct-
ed to the family for fu-
ture designation. Biglin’s 
Mortuary in O’Neill is in 
charge of arrangements. 
Condolences and mem-
ories may be shared at 
www.biglinsmortuary.com.
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Robert Wayne McMurry  
1950-2023

Wayne McMurry age 
73 of North Platte, NE 
passed away July 12, 
2023, at his daugh-
ter’s home near Brady. 
Graveside Memorial Ser-

vices will be Friday, July 
21, 2023, at 10:30 am at 
the Arnold Cemetery in Ar-
nold, Nebraska, with Pas-
tor Frank Scott officiating. 
Memorials are suggested to 
the Family. Govier Broth-
ers Mortuary are in charge 
of arrangements. Words of 
encouragement can be left 
at www.govierbrothers.
com  A 11:00 am luncheon 
will be held at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall in Arnold. 
Robert Wayne McMur-

ry was born January 11, 
1950, in Mobridge, South 
Dakota to Robert Lee and 
Ruby (Gage) McMurry. 
Wayne lived around the 
Isabelle, SD area and went 
to Dupree, SD grade school 
later moving to Arnold, 
NE. In 1968 Wayne was 
united in marriage to Anita 
Reinert in Timberlake, SD. 
Wayne was blessed with a 
stepson, Jerome. Then to 
this union daughters Di-
ane and Donna were born. 
The couple made their 
home in Nebraska, moving 
back to South Dakota in 
1970, then back to Nebras-
ka in 1975. The couple lat-

er divorced. Wayne made 
his home in Arnold, NE.
Later, Wayne married 

Anita Kelly, the couple 
lived in various locations, 
later divorced. Wayne then 
moved to North Platte 
working for Craig and 
Diana Phelps of North 
Platte. Wayne was an avid 
hunter and fisherman.
Wayne was preceded in 

death by his parents Rob-
ert Lee and Ruby, son 
Michael McMurry, daugh-
ter Diane Evans, and 
stepson Jerome Reinert.
Wayne is survived by 

daughter Donna Benell of 
Brady, a brother Lester 
McMurry of Arnold, three 
grandchildren Brett (Mol-
ly) Benell, Jesse Benell, 
and Lacie Benell, two great 
grandchildren Ashten 
and Willow, ex-wife Anita 
McMurry of Gothenburg, 
and many special friends.

BOGO SALE
Life is short...
Buy the handbag
and more!

Buy one, get one.

Blue Dot
30% Off Green 

Dot 
BOGO
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A lot of changes are happening in Nebraska in the 
newspaper industry. These changes have created quite 
a fire to put out for many publications in our area, in-
cluding us.
Lee Enterprises, owner of the North Platte Telegraph 

and the Kearney Hub, announced that effective July 17, 
both daily papers will only be published in print three 
days a week. Along with this change, the printing press-
es were shut down in both locations and all printing was 
moved to Grand Island.
The Sentinel has been printed at the Kearney Hub 

since 2016. Beginning with this issue, we’re now print-
ed at the Grand Island Independent location, along with 
many other papers, including the Custer County Chief, 
which transports our paper as far as Broken Bow each 
week. Their print schedule has changed, and so has their 
arrival time in Broken Bow. To make a very long story 
short, we will no longer be able to mail out on our typical 
Wednesday morning; now it will be late Wednesday, af-
ter the post office is closed.
Our PO box and rural route subscribers will all re-

ceive their papers on Thursday. Out-of-town papers will 
now go out in the mail Thursday afternoon, instead of 
Wednesday, so you will most likely see a one-day delay in 
when you normally receive your paper. We apologize for 
this delay, but there’s no getting around it.

 From The 
 Editor’s 
 Desk

Janet Larreau

Community 
Calendar

JULY 20 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist Church, 
7:00 p.m.
JULY 21 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview social 
room, 2:00 p.m.
JULY 24 - Chamber Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Touch of 
Grace; Fibromyalgia support group meeting, JM-
MMMC telemedicine area, 3:00 p.m.
JULY 25 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow.

FROG’S CLASS: Every Tuesday and � ursday at 9:00 
a.m., Riverview.

ARNOLD’S FARMERS MARKET: Every � ursday, 
7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., downtown Arnold.

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial Li-
brary, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

HORSESHOE PITCHING: Every Saturday night, 7:00 
p.m., Old Mill Park. 

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com
“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO TAKE 

CARE OF YOURS”


