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Community 
Calendar

SEPT. 28 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist Church, 
6:30 p.m.
SEPT. 29 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview social 
room, 2:00 p.m.
OCT. 3 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow.
OCT. 4 - Foot Clinic, 8:30 a.m., Riverview.

FROG’S CLASS: Every Tuesday and � ursday at 9:00 
a.m., Riverview.

ARNOLD’S FARMERS MARKET: Every � ursday, 
7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., downtown Arnold.

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial Li-
brary, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Obituary

Upper Finchville
By Rose Bierman
Sentinel Correspondent

LV “Cook” Conner
1927-2023

DATE	 HI     LOW     MT
SEPTEMBER	
18	 90       53            0
19	 91       52            0
20            92       52            0
21	 92       56            0
22	 77       56            0
23            75       50         .74
24	 79       48            0

NWS Cooperative Weather 
Observer Dell Cerny

Weather 
Summary

Opening Sentences
The following list is the beginning sentences of  

books. Stop by the library in October to check out the 
book that most intrigues you.
~ 124 was spiteful. Full of  a baby’s venom. The wom-

en in the house knew it and so did the children.
~ Christmas won’t be Christmas without any pres-

ents, grumbled Jo, lying on the rug.
~ We slept in what had once been the gymnasium.
~ Ships at a distance have every man’s wish on board.
~ All this happened, more or less.
~ Many years later, as he faced the firing squad, Col-

onel Aureliano Buendia was to remember that distant 
afternoon when his father took him to discover ice.
~ Call Me Ishmael.
~ It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks 

were striking thirteen.
~ I have never begun a novel with more misgiving.
~ ‘Where’s Papa going with that axe?’ said Fern to 

her mother as they were setting the table for break-
fast.
~ When Mr. Bilbo Baggins of  Bag End announced 

that he would shortly be celebrating his eleventy-first 
birthday with a party of  special magnificence, there 
was much talk and excitement in Hobbiton.
~ It’s a funny thing about mothers and fathers. Even 

when their own child is the most disgusting little blis-
ter you could ever imagine, they still think that he or 
she is wonderful.
~ Not every 13-year-old girl is accused of  murder, 

brought to trial, and found guilty.
~ You better not never tell nobody but God.
~ Marley was dead, to begin with.
~ I’d never given much thought to how I would die – 

though I’d had reason enough in the last few months 
– but even if  I had, I would not have imagined it like 
this.
~ When he woke in the woods in the dark and the cold 

of  the night he’d reach out to touch the child sleeping 
beside him.
~ Robert Cohn was once middleweight boxing cham-

pion of  Princeton.
~ When I wake up, the other side of  the bed is cold.
~ I wish Giovanni would kiss me.

LV “Cook” Conner was 
born October 10, 1927, in 
Pilot Grove, Texas.
He was the son of  Arthur 

Lee and Fanny Conner 
and was the youngest of  
six children: Donald Lee 
“Red”, Captola Anderson, 
JB, Billy Ray, and Martha 
Jo Marlar.
LV, better known as Cook 

to family and friends, was 
raised on a farm where 
his family raised cotton, 
livestock and orchards of  
peaches, pears, and pe-
cans. The family owned 
and operated a cotton gin 
and managed a cotton 
harvesting crew. Many 
stories were shared about 
the portable roller-skat-
ing rink the family set up 
at county fairs.
He attended grade school 

at Pilot Grove and high 
school at Whitewright, 
Texas, where he partici-
pated in FFA, basketball 
and football. LV received 
a college basketball schol-
arship to play at Texas 
Christian University 
(TCU). He completed only 
one semester before be-
ing drafted in the United 
States Army during World 
War II. He was a Sergeant 
in the Signal Corp during 
the occupation of  Japan 
and proudly served his 
country until he was hon-
orably discharged along 
with four of  his siblings, 
all who returned safely 
home.
After being discharged, 

he returned to Pilot Grove 
to help on the family farm 
and worked in nearby 
Sherman, Texas, at an 
iron foundry with his 
brother, JB. He applied 
for and accepted a job at 
the Phillips Petroleum 
Company in Borger, Tex-
as, as a firefighter, main-
tenance, and security. 
During his employment, 
he was severely injured 
in a tanker explosion and 
spent 18 months in a burn 
unit. In 1953, he moved 
to Arnold, Nebraska, to 
work as a partner at Cen-
tral Implement with his 
brother, Bill, and after 44 
years he then retired.
LV married Ruth Mori-

tz, the love of  his life, on 
June 8, 1957, and they cel-
ebrated over 65 wonderful 
anniversaries together. 
They raised two children, 
Marcia and Brad, while 
living in Arnold, Nebras-
ka.
LV served as a member 

of  the Low-Income Hous-
ing board and Arnold 

Town Board. He played 
a large role in bringing 
a community swimming 
pool to Arnold. He was an 
active member of  the St. 
Agnes Catholic Church, 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars 
Post #6157, the Ameri-
can Legion Post #130 and 
whatever his wife, Ruth, 
was involved in.
He had a deep love for 

family and was always 
ready to play with kids 
and especially his three 
granddaughters who 
meant the world to him. 
His quick wit and special 
pranks were known far 
and wide. Ruth and LV 
hosted many Conner and 
Moritz gatherings and 
thoroughly loved having 
family together.
He was a devoted hus-

band, father, and grandfa-
ther to three granddaugh-
ters. LV was preceded in 
death by his wife, Ruth; 
parents, Arthur Lee and 
Fanny; siblings Donovan 
Lee “Red”, Captola Ander-
son, JB, Bill, and Martha 
Jo Marlar. He is survived 
by daughter Marcia (Den-
nis) Hill of  Julesburg, 
Colorado; son Brad (Mar-
abeth) Conner of  Clay 
Center, Kansas; grand-
daughters: Aubrie Hill of  
Arvada, Colorado; Bren-
na (Christian) Kaufman 
of  Wichita, Kansas; Pay-
ton (Drew) Kuckelman of  
Marysville, Kansas; sis-
ter-In-Laws: Betti Moritz, 
Alice Conner; and many 
very special family mem-
bers and friends.
Rosary will be held at St. 

Agnes Catholic Church in 
Arnold, NE on Saturday, 
September 30th, 9:00 am, 
followed by the Funeral 
Mass at 10:00 am. Imme-
diately following Mass, 
graveside services will be 
held at Arnold Cemetery, 
and all are invited to at-
tend the funeral reception 
at St. Agnes. In lieu of  
flowers, memorials may 
be made to the St. Agnes 
Catholic Church, Arnold, 
NE, or the Arnold Amer-
ican Legion Post #130 for 
the cemetery Flag Fund.

It’s not too often that a 
governmental body re-
duces its tax asking, but 
it happened on Septem-
ber 12, when the Arnold 
School Approved its bud-
get for 2024-2025.
The total budget ap-

proved was  $3,310,019.00, 
with a tax asking of  2.86 
million. Last year’s was 
just over $3 million. The 
reduction is due to a com-
prehensive bill passed 
last spring in the Nebras-
ka Legislature.
“Foundation aid in the 

bill ensures that each 
school gets some form 
of  aid with the intention 
of  reducing the property 

tax burden. Based on our 
enrollment, $1,500.00 was 
received for each student 
from the state. This is 
about one-quarter million 
more than we’ve ever re-
ceived before. We actually 
went down in the general 
fund because of  that aid. 
We were able to cover in-
creased costs and still re-
duce local asking.” 
Mr. Morgan went on to 

say that the legislature 
made a commitment to in-
crease special education 
reimbursement, so with 
that, the school district 
should be able to keep the 
tax asking down as long 
as it is sustainable.

School Reduces 
Tax Asking

Rose enjoyed watching 
Jade, Lyla and Emma play 
volleyball in Callaway on 
Monday afternoon. 
Tuesday afternoon call-

ers on Grandma Rose 
were Blake and Harrison. 
Evening callers were Mer-
le and Jack. 
Wednesday evening call-

ers on Roger and Rose 
were Blake, Olivia, Clara, 
Harrison and Bennett.
Joining Grandma and 

Grandpa after school on 
Thursday was Maverick. 
Grandma Rose and Mav-
erick spent the late after-
noon in Gothenburg at 
the farmers market. 
Joining Grandma and 

Grandpa late afternoon 
and spending the night 
Friday was Lyla. 
Grandma Rose and Lyla 

Dakota, and he considers 
the self-propelled com-
bine the most important 
invention in his lifetime. 
He should know. He ran 
the combine for 75 consec-
utive years up to the age 
of  95.
And his advice for to-

day’s young people? Work 
hard and don’t cheat.
When the conversation 

turned to Corvettes, he 
said he loves them be-
cause they go faster than 
anything else on the high-
way. Sid Harchelroad con-
vinced him of  that.  
He competed in the 

Sandhills Open Road 
Challenge (SORC) in Ar-
nold three times, always 
in a flashy Corvette with a 
navigator by his side. His 
first race was in 2011 in 
the 80 mph class, the sec-
ond was in 2013 in the 90 
mph class, and his third 
and final race was in 2014 
in the 90 mph class. That 
August, at the age of  90, 
he and navigator Derek 
Rose won the 90 mph class 
and were 3rd overall.
“Bobbie always enjoyed 

coming to the shop during 
tech and visiting with his 
many SORC friends,” said 
Shelley.
The last time Bobbie 

Clicks to 100
Continued from page 1 drove his current Cor-

vette – a 2014 charcoal 
gray Stingray with a red 
interior – was when he 
picked up Arnold resident 
Evelyn Gracey and drove 
her to her 90th birthday 
party at the community 
center.
On Sunday, the highways 

and byways leading into 
Gothenburg were busy, 
with 200-plus people at-
tending Bobbie’s open 
house at Stone Hearth. 
Many were Corvette Car 
Club members and own-
ers, from Stapleton to 
Lincoln. During the party 
he was presented a life-
time membership to the 
Archway Corvette Club. 
The traditional cake and 
coffee was served, and af-
ter an hour-long time of  
visiting, Bobbie was tak-
en outside, where 100 bio-
degradable balloons were 
released. Robbi then took 
him for a Corvette ride, 
with 20-plus Corvettes pa-
rading behind.
“There were lots of  lo-

cal friends there that he 
hadn’t seen in months. 
It was a fun-filled day for 
everyone, and Bobbie’s 
smiling face told us how 
he was feeling about his 
100th birthday party,” 
said Shelley.

spent Saturday morning 
in North Platte at the 
farmers market. That 
evening, Rose and Marcy 
Lucas enjoyed the movie 
“The Hill” at the Rialto 
Theatre. 
Sunday afternoon callers 

on Roger and Rose were 
Blake, Olivia, Clara, Har-
rison, Merle and Waylon.

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

Arnold’s First Schools
Education was extremely important to homesteaders, 

thus school houses were a priority in most communi-
ties.  Five schools were established in Custer County 
in 1878.  School District 1 was organized in January; 
Districts 2 through 5 soon followed.  Early schools in 
the Arnold area were District 27, Crossroads; District 
46, Milldale; and District 64, Yucca Valley.   District 89 
in Arnold began in 1884.  By 1925 there were 284 dis-
tricts in Custer County, 23 of  which were eventually 
consolidated with District 89 in Arnold.
Almost all of  the early Arnold area rural schools 

began in sod buildings; some even had a second sod 
building before “graduating” to a frame building. Loy-
al student Mattie Graham recalled seeing an occasion-
al rattlesnake crawl from the wall of  her sod school 
house -- the teacher would say, “Everyone be very still 
and it will go away.” It would.  
Another concern with sod schools was the prairie 

flea.  While most students were opposed to its pres-
ence, it has been reported to discourage sleeping in 
class.
According to “One Hundred Years on the South 

Loup” by Norene Hall Mills,  “By 1890 school was 
being held at Milldale in a frame building originally 
built for use as a store, located beside Jacob Seaney’s 
sod house (Rick Beshaler home site) and across the 
road from miller Alvin Harris’s home and mill. Short 
terms may have been taught in settler’s [sod] homes 
before that.”  (Milldale District 46 school was officially 
organized in 1882.)
While 23 Custer County school districts eventually 

joined the Arnold system, there were also five dis-
tricts in Lincoln County and six in Logan County that 
consolidated with Arnold.
For a listing of  the schools we have identified go to 

the Facebook page of  arnoldareahistoricalmuseum.  
To share pictures and stories contact me at d.a.leach@
juno.com or 308-870-6138.
Tune in next week to learn of  the unusual demise of  

the Cedar Grove sod school house.

Starting last Friday, 
vehicles started com-
ing through Arnold as a 
gateway to the 500-mile 
Nebraska Junk Jaunt. 
Local coordinator Aman-
da Wehnes said there 
were six sites in town 
that signed up. It was re-

ported that junk jaunters 
stopped from the states of  
Colorado, Wyoming, Kan-
sas, Nebraska, South Da-
kota, Iowa, and Utah.
BrewBakers owner Jodi 

Carlson said she is grate-
ful for the business that 
the Junk Jaunt brings to 
town and also for the ex-
posure it gives Arnold for 
next year.

Junk Jaunt Rolls 
Through Town


