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Community 
Calendar

NOV. 9 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist Church, 
6:30 p.m.
NOV. 10 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview social 
room, 2:00 p.m.
NOV. 14 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow; Alzhei-
mer’s Support Group, 7-8 p.m., Stone Hearth Estates, 
Gothenburg.

FROG’S CLASS: Every Tuesday and � ursday at 9:00 
a.m., Riverview.

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial Li-
brary, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

S.T.E.A.M. activity: “Tie-Dye Coffee Filter Art” No-
vember 14th @ 4:00. 3rd - 6th Grades.

********
OCTOBER REPORT:
There were 278 total visits to the Library in October. 

Story Hour had 34. Mommy & Me had 10. S.T.E.A.M. 
had 13. There were 158 books, 23 DVDs, and 2 Audio 
Books checked out. There were 0 Misc and 0 Period-
icals used. The Wifi/Computer was used 8 times. We 
had 8 onsite children’s programs and had a total of  57 
children attend activities at the Library in the month 
of  October.

********
NEW BOOK:
Spare by Prince Harry
It was one of  the most searing images of  the twentieth 

century: two young boys, two princes, walking behind 
their mother’s coffin as the world watched in sorrow—
and horror. As Princess Diana was laid to rest, billions 
wondered what Prince William and Prince Harry must 
be thinking and feeling—and how their lives would 
play out from that point on.
For Harry, this is that story at last.
Before losing his mother, twelve-year-old Prince Har-

ry was known as the carefree one, the happy-go-lucky 
Spare to the more serious Heir. Grief  changed every-
thing. He struggled at school, struggled with anger, 
with loneliness—and, because he blamed the press for 
his mother’s death, he struggled to accept life in the 
spotlight.
At twenty-one, he joined the British Army. The disci-

pline gave him structure, and two combat tours made 
him a hero at home. But he soon felt more lost than 
ever, suffering from post-traumatic stress and prone 
to crippling panic attacks. Above all, he couldn’t find 
true love.
Then he met Meghan. The world was swept away by 

the couple’s cinematic romance and rejoiced in their 
fairy-tale wedding. But from the beginning, Harry and 
Meghan were preyed upon by the press, subjected to 
waves of  abuse, racism, and lies. Watching his wife 
suffer, their safety and mental health at risk, Harry 
saw no other way to prevent the tragedy of  history re-
peating itself  but to flee his mother country. Over the 
centuries, leaving the Royal Family was an act few had 
dared. The last to try, in fact, had been his mother. . . .
For the first time, Prince Harry tells his own story, 

chronicling his journey with raw, unflinching honesty. 
A landmark publication, Spare is full of  insight, reve-
lation, self-examination, and hard-won wisdom about 
the eternal power of  love over grief.

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

What Grade are You In?

Today, grade levels are generally based on age.  In the 
early days of  our rural school system, this was not the 
case.  Often the early pioneer schools had only three to 
five months of  school in a year to allow the youngsters 
to help with the spring planting and/or fall harvest.  
Thus, it was not unusual to see a strapping teenager 
being taught from a second or third grade reader.
Elizabeth Leonard tells us:  “Schools were not grad-

ed in those days [1890’s] in Custer County. That is, 
there were no specific rules to that effect. Scholastic 
standing was based on the grade of  reader one used, 
for example, the pupil who studied Harper’s fifth read-
er also studied Harper’s advanced geography, Ray’s 
higher arithmetic, McGuffy’s advanced spelling book, 
Harvey’s revised English grammar, Barnes’ advanced 
United States history, physiology and the Spencerian 
system of  penmanship.”  The Call of  the Western Prai-
rie, p. 238.
Besides giving the time needed for mastery of  mate-

rial, the system also allowed good students to skip a 
grade.  My mother (Margaret Hickenbottom Leach) 
skipped the first grade at Logan School, my Uncle 
John Leach skipped the eighth grade at Crossroads 
and Mono Mae Sargent Crow (Dave, Connie, Karen 
and Gary’s mother) skipped the eighth grade at Logan.  
Mom and Mona Mae took Normal training during 
high school and began teaching locally at age 16.  Af-
ter graduation, Uncle John attended six weeks of  Nor-
mal Training in Kearney and then began teaching at 
Crossroads (where he had been a student in 1916-1917).
If  you have stories or pictures to share, please contact 

me at d.a.leach@juno.com or 308-870-6138.  The muse-
um’s email is arnoldareahistoricalmuseum@gmail.
com; their address is P.O. Box 241, Arnold, NE, 69120.  

Mystery Farms
Continued from page 1

Aardvark Permit Reminder
Permits for the next 

aardvark hunt are now 
available to purchase for 
$5.00 at First State In-
surance, Pinnacle Bank, 
Four County Boutique, 
and BrewBakers. There 
is no age limit to make a 
purchase. 
The bounty for the finder 

of  the aardvark is a whop-
ping $200.00. The permit 

will allow you to hunt 
one (1) resident aardvark 
within the Arnold territo-
ry all hours on November 
30. 
Proceeds from permit 

purchases will go toward  
the school’s greenhouse 
project.
The clue will be hidden 

in the November 30 issue 
of  the Sentinel.

try, the Zekan-Robbins 
group worked with news-
papers to publish their 
photos. Neither the pub-
lishers, nor the photogra-
phers knew whose farms 
were printed. It was up to 
the rural readers to let the 
newspaper know whose 
farms were published 
each week. The first rural 
person who recognized 
the farm and called the 
Sentinel office and gave 
the correct identity was 
given the Sentinel free 
for three months. With so 
many farms in the area 

outside of  Arnold, it was 
noted that recognizing 
them from aerial photos 
was tricky business. An 
enlargement of  the origi-
nal photo in a frame was 
given free to the operator 
of  each farm as soon as it 
appeared in the newspa-
per – as long as the opera-
tor came to the office and 
identified his farm.
The photos of  those 52 

farms – a time in history 
when many small family 
farms dotted the land-
scape - are archived in the 
Sentinel files thanks to a 
few veterans from Iowa.

Arnold, NE- Betty L. 
(Lucas) McKain age 95 of  
Arnold died November 3, 
2023, at the Callaway Good 
Life Center in Callaway.
Memorial services will 

be held on Monday, No-
vember 13, 2023, at 11:00 
a.m. at the Arnold United 
Methodist Church with 
Pastor Lana Day officiat-
ing.  Inurnment will be 
in the Arnold Cemetery.  
Govier Brothers Mortu-
ary of  Arnold is assisting 
the family.  Memorials are 
suggested to the Arnold 
United Methodist Church, 
the Arnold Alumni Asso-
ciation, or the Arnold 
American Legion.
Betty Lucile (Lucas) 

McKain was born on Oc-
tober 5, 1928, at Arnold, 
Nebraska, to Floyd D. and 
Ella (Kraisinger) Lucas.  
Betty grew up in Arnold 
and graduated from Ar-
nold High School in 1947.  
Betty then attended the 
University of  Nebraska at 
Lincoln.  Betty returned 
to her hometown and 
worked as a telephone op-
erator.  
Betty was married to Rex 

McKain in 1952.  The cou-
ple made their home in 
Arnold.  Three children 
were born to this union: 
Mary, Susan, and Robert.  
Betty’s greatest love was 

her family.  When the chil-
dren were growing up, 
she helped with their ac-
tivities and attended the 
events that they partici-
pated in.  Betty loved God 
and all of  God’s creations. 
She was an active mem-
ber of  the Arnold United 
Methodist Church. Betty 

enjoyed bird watching, 
riding horses, working in 
her yard and garden, and 
being out in nature were 
several of  her favorites. 
Betty was even known to 
go fishing with her son.   
The community of  Ar-
nold was very important 
to Betty.  She was active in 
the Eastern Star and Job’s 
Daughters.  She was a 
member of  the American 
Legion Auxiliary, volun-
teered for the SORC, was 
an EMT and even planted 
flowers around town.  
Betty is survived by her 

children; Mary (Frank) 
Dymond of  Hershey, Su-
san (John) Blair of  Flint, 
TX, and Robert (Tammi) 
McKain of  Sutherland.  
She is also survived by 
seven grandchildren: 
Mark (Haidee) McKain, 
Justin (Emily) McKain, 
Randon (Myria) McKain, 
Greg McKain, Jeff  Blair, 
and Jillian Gonzales, 
great-grandchildren Ad-
dison, Aspen, Oakleigh, 
Brylee, Kaleb, Nolan, 
Summer, Carolina, Danny, 
Kaylee, Valle, and Heaven-
lee.  
She was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
great-grandson Gavin 
Blair, and a brother Bob 
Lucas.

Obituary
Betty L. (Lucas) McKain


