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ARNOLD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Lana Day
- Sunday -

Sunday School....9:45 a.m.
Worship.............10:45 a.m.

- United Methodist 
Women - 

Please call 308-643-9191 
for more information on 
United Methodist Women.

TALLIN COUNTRY 
CHURCH

Pastor Lee Wonch
(From Arnold, 11 miles south 
of Hwy. 40 and 2 miles east of 
Hwy. 40)

- Sunday -
Sun. School.........9:45 a.m.
Worship.............10:45 a.m.
Bible Study........ 7:00 p.m.

- Wednesday -
Shepherding Groups

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Rev. Irving Jennings
Sun. School.........9:45 a.m.
Worship.............10:45 a.m.

- Wednesday -
Prayer meeting 
@ Church........... 6:00 p.m.

- First Sunday -
Fellowship Dinner
- Third Sunday -

Breakfast ........... 9:00 a.m.

ST. AGNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Arnold
Father Michael Pampara

- Sunday Mass -
9:30 a.m.

Year-Round

Wednesday Evening
G.S. Religious Ed:

3:45-5:00 p.m.
H.S. Religious Ed:

7:00-8:30 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Stapleton
Father Michael Pampara

- Sunday Mass -
Jan., April, July and Oct.

8:00 a.m.
Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

10:30 a.m.
March, June, Sept. 

and Dec.
5:30 p.m.

GANDY 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
Sun. School........10:00 a.m.
Worship.............11:00 a.m.

Area Church Directory

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4

“To everything there is a season, a time for 
every purpose under heaven: a time to be 
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a 
time to pluck what is planted; A time to kill, 
and a time to heal; a time to break down, 
and a time to build up; A time to weep, and 
a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time 
to dance...”

By Pastor Lee Wonch

 My daughter and niece 
recently found a box tur-
tle with a cracked shell. It 
was cracked just enough 
to have caused this turtle 
to hide in its shell for an 
extreme amount of  time. 
It may have hurt for the 
turtle to move or perhaps 
it feared something worse 
would happen. Regard-
less of  why the turtle 
wouldn’t reveal itself, it is 
a thought-provoking pic-
ture.
Every person faces pain, 

hurt, and fear at some 
point in their life. Do 
those things hinder us 
from coming out of  our 
shells? God created us as 
relational or social beings 
just as he created each 
animal in its special way. 
It was not long after He 
created Adam before He 
made Eve to be his wife. He 
gave Adam a special help-
meet (Genesis 2:18) in Eve 
who was also someone he 
could share his life with. 
The animals didn’t suf-
fice (Genesis 2:20). They 
weren’t sufficient for a re-
lationship. God also made 
man to commune with 
Him, but when Adam and 
Eve sinned it put a deep 
divide and caused Adam 
and Eve to hide (Genesis 
3:8-24). Sin not only hurt 
their relationship with 
the LORD, but with each 
other. Since then, there 
have been hindrances in 
one form or another for 
all of  us to come out of  
our shells and invest in 
good relationships. It be-
comes extremely difficult 
when we’ve been hurt or 
when we have good rea-
son to be fearful because 
of  bad experiences.
We are all different. 

Some of  us need alone 
time or some of  us don’t 
need as much social inter-
action as others, but the 
Bible teaches us that God 
made us to interact pos-
itively with others. This 

Father Michael Pampara celebrated First Communion 
for Addison and Kowen Dalrymple on Pentecost Sun-
day, May 19, at St. Agnes Catholic Church.

can be extremely hard, 
but it is important. The 
greatest reasons for us 
to come out of  our shells 
even after we have been 
hurt or have reason to be 
fearful is so that we can 
tell others about our love 
for Jesus and to share His 
love to them through good 
deeds.
There are multiple pas-

sages in the New Testa-
ment that teach us about 
the relationships we are 
to have. We are given di-
verse spiritual gifts indi-
vidually so that we can 
all be built up, edified. We 
are united in Jesus.  We 
are to love our neighbours 
as ourselves... that speaks 
to action, not a just a feel-
ing. These are just a few 
and all of  these teach us 
that not only are we made 
to have social interaction, 
but we are enabled and 
commanded to positively 
encourage others though 
godly relationships.
NLT Philippians 2:4-5 

Don’t look out only for 
your own interests, but 
take an interest in others, 
too. 5 You must have the 
same attitude that Christ 
Jesus had.
NLT 1 Thessalonians 

5:11 So encourage each 
other and build each oth-
er up, just as you are al-
ready doing.
I pray that you will come 

out of  your shell even if  
you hurt or are scared to 
try to positively impact 
others through a relation-
ship. I also pray that those 
who are hurt and fearful 
will be encouraged and 
strengthened through the 
bold love, care, and out-
reach of  others.

Don Alfred Swanson, 
formerly of  Arnold, Ne-
braska, passed away on 
June 1, 2024, with family 
in their independent liv-
ing apartment in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, at the age of  
93 years, 8 months and 6 
days.

Don was born Septem-
ber 26, 1930, at the old Ar-
nold Hospital to Carl and 
Ruth Swanson. He and his 
parents lived on the farm 
south of  Arnold.  Don at-
tended the Prairie View 
country school and grad-
uated from Arnold High 
School in 1948.

On June 4, 1952, Don 
married Sunbeam Oman 
(Don died 3 days short of  
their 72nd wedding anni-
versary).  To this union 
2 children were born, 
Pauline and Donald Lee.  
They made their home 
north of  Cozad until 
Don was drafted into the 
Army and sent to Ger-
many.  Sunbeam and the 
children joined him there 
for 17 months.  When Don 
was discharged from the 
Army, they moved back 
to their home north of  
Cozad.  Then, in 1959 they 
built a new home south of  
Arnold, where they lived 
for the next 60 years.

Don attended Tallin 
Church while growing 
up and received Christ as 
his personal Savior at Ma-
ranatha Bible Camp at 11 
years of  age.  As an adult, 
Don taught adult Sunday 
School classes and served 
on the Tallin Church 
board for many years.

Don farmed and ranched 
all his adult life, except 
for his time in the Army.  
In 1975 Sunbeam started 
a business out of  their 
home installing window 
treatments in homes and 
businesses.  Don helped 
in many ways.

Nothing gave Don and 
Sunbeam more joy than 
their family.  Pauline 
married Duane Norman, 
and Donald Lee married 
Marilyn Landis.  They 
blessed Don and Sunbeam 
with 5 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren.  
Their family always found 
the time to be together.  
Each one was very special 

Don A. Swanson
1930-2024Obituaries

to Don and Sunbeam.
Besides seeing fami-

ly and getting together 
with friends, Don and 
Sunbeam enjoyed travel-
ing.  Over their married 
life, they took 19 tours 
in the United States and 
overseas.  Their last tour 
was to Israel, which they 
always said was the best 
tour they took.  It was so 
meaningful to walk where 
Jesus walked and to be 
baptized in the Jordon 
where Jesus was baptized.
Don was preceded in 

death by his parents, Carl 
and Ruth Swanson, his 
father- and mother-in-law, 
Harry and Lettie Oman, 
and brother-in-law, Rus-
sell Brodhead.  Don’s sur-
vivors include, wife Sun-
beam Swanson, daughter 
Pauline Norman (Duane), 
son Donald Lee Swanson 
(Marilyn), grandchildren 
Janelle Weitzenkamp 
(Jon), Jonathan Norman 
(Desirae), Jamie Watson 
(David), Justin Swanson 
(Mandy), Grant Showal-
ter-Swanson (Connor), 
16 great-grandchildren, 
and sister-in-law Frances 
Brodhead. 
Services will be, (i) vis-

itation from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. on Friday, June 7, 
2024, at Colonial Chap-
el Funeral Home, 5200 R 
Street, Lincoln, Nebras-
ka, and (ii) funeral at 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday, June 8, 
2024, at Tallin Church lo-
cated on Hwy 40, 11 miles 
south and 2.1 miles east of  
Arnold, Nebraska (also, 
25 miles north and 2.1 
miles east of  Gothenburg, 
Nebraska). 
For memorial gifts, the 

family has chosen Tallin 
Church, 41196 NE-40, Go-
thenburg, NE 69138.

John (Jerry) Ahrens
1930-2024

John (Jerry) Ahrens, 93, 
left his earthly body and 
assumed his incorrupt-
ible heavenly body the 
afternoon of  May 31, 2024.  
Jerry was surrounded by 
his immediate family and 
special friends as he took 
his last breaths.
John (Jerry) William 

Ahrens was born on July 
4, 1930, in Scottsbluff, Ne-
braska. He and younger 
sister Jane were the chil-
dren of  John F. and Mar-
garet Ahrens of  Arnold, 
Nebraska.  Except for a 
couple of  years in Lusk, 
Wyoming, Jerry grew up 
on a farm south of  Arnold 
where he attended the 
Mackley country school 
through the 8th grade 
then attended and grad-
uated from Arnold High 
School. 
Jerry first met Darb 

(Darlene) Spencer at a 
house party in Broken 
Bow.  Jerry was dancing 
with a young lady and as 
he bent her back, he spot-
ted Darb as she walked 
into the room and prompt-
ly dropped his date on the 
furnace grate.  Jerry and 
Darb were married on 
New Year’s Eve, 1948, and 
proceeded to spend their 
entire 2-week honeymoon 
snowed in at the Spencer 
farm with Jerry’s new in-
laws. 
Jerry and Darb lived 

and farmed 9 miles south 
of  Arnold, Nebraska, 
where they raised three 
children, Cindy, John, 
and Carla.  In 1984, they 
retired from farming 
and moved into Arnold.  
Jerry and Darb shared a 
heart of  compassion for 
anyone in need.  It was 
not uncommon for Jerry 
and Darb to have some-
one, related or not, living 
in their home for weeks 
and even months at a time 
while they ministered to 
their physical, emotional, 

and spiritual needs.  Peo-
ple were the focus of  Jer-
ry’s life and as a result, he 
positively impacted a host 
of  individuals who were 
blessed by his friendship 
and humor. 
Jerry is preceded in 

death by Darb, his wife of  
62 years, and great-grand-
son Doyle (Dub) Bellew.
He is survived by his 

children, Cindy Ahrens 
of  Sidney,  NE;  John (Lu 
Ann) Ahrens of  Edge-
wood, NM; and Carla 
(John) Huscher of  Valley, 
NE; sister Jane Tuck-
er of  Arnold, NE; nine  
grandchildren, 15 great 
grandchildren, and sev-
en great-great-grandchil-
dren.
A celebration of  Jerry’s 

life of  compassion and 
friendship was held Tues-
day, June 4, 2024, at 2:00 
p.m., at the Arnold Bap-
tist Church in Arnold, 
where Jerry was a mem-
ber. Pastor Irv Jennings 
officiated. Burial was in 
the Arnold Cemetery.
Memorials are suggested 

to the Baptist Church and 
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital has been 
established. 
A visitation was held 

on Tuesday before the 
services from 12:30 to 
2:00 p.m.  at the Baptist 
Church in Arnold. 
Govier Brothers Mortu-

ary of  Arnold is in charge 
of  arrangements. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com. 

Today In History
D-Day: Operation Overlord. In the early morning hours of  

June 6, 1944, Americans received word that three years of  
concerted war efforts had finally culminated in D-day—mil-
itary jargon for the undisclosed time of  a planned British, 
American, and Canadian action.

First Communion
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