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Community 
Calendar

JULY 18 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist Church, 
6:30 p.m.
JULY 19 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview social 
room, 2:00 p.m.
JULY 22 - Chamber meeting, 7:00 p.m., Touch of 
Grace.
JULY 23 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

FARMERS MARKET: Every � ursday, 7:30 a.m. - 
10:00 a.m., downtown Arnold.
MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.
STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial Li-
brary, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
HORSESHOE PITCHING: Every Saturday, 7:00 
p.m., Old Mill Park.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

Friends from the East

In the April 4 edition of  the Arnold Sentinel, I men-
tioned that I would share stories of  the Schmitz family 
who arrived at their homestead east of  Arnold in the 
spring of  1884.  Many of  you are familiar with an old 
frame house on the north side of  Highway 92, thirteen 
miles from Arnold.  The original sod home the family 
built was about 300 yards northwest.
John and Ann Schmitz and children, Ann’s parents 

James and Margaret Wardrobe and their sons William 
and James Jr. all took claims within a few miles of  this 
location.  Local people descended from these families 
include Barry Stupplebeen, Linda Dodge (Callaway), 
Kristi Dvorak, Jay Wardrobe (Gandy), Darrel Schmidt 
and Ron Schmidt.  (Can you believe a Schmitz married 
a Schmidt?)
The information I share is predominately from the 

book, Call of  the Western Prairie by Elizabeth Jane 
Leonard, sixth of  the eleven Schmitz children.  She 
was three years old when she and her family moved 
into their sod house.
Two things stand out to me from the early part of  the 

book.  First was the fruit they found in the canyons.  
While I have many memories of  canyon chokecher-
ries, I was very surprised to read of  black raspberries 
“as big as the end of  my thumb” and “pails of  wild 
gooseberries”.  “High in these jungles, the black rasp-
berries grew; below them, the gooseberry, the black 
currant, the large, red plum and the chokecherry.”  
Second was how isolated they were initially.  James 

Wardrobe and John Schmitz, filed claims in 1883, and 
put up their sod houses in the early spring of  1884.  
James lived alone in his house while John went back 
to plant a crop on his rented farm east of  Grand Island.  
In the late spring of  1884, he took his wife and three 
children (aged 1, 6 and 11) to their new home.  After 
putting up some outbuildings and plowing a fireguard 
and garden, he returned to the rented farm to care 
for his crop.  This meant Ann Schmitz and her three 
young children were living alone 2.5 miles from where 
her 63-year-old father (James) also lived alone.  Their 
only transportation was by foot.
Once a week James walked a couple of  miles to bor-

row a team and wagon from the Neve family to make a 
10-12 mile trip down off  the table to the northeast to get 
water.  In July, Ann’s brother brought their mother and 
the other four Schmitz girls (ages 3, 8, 10 and 15) to the 
homestead and returned to his rented farm.  Late in 
the fall John finally joined his family, bringing a team 
and wagon full of  provisions.  The Wardrobe brothers 
made their permanent move in late December.

********
If  you have stories or pictures to share, please contact 

me at d.a.leach@juno.com or 308-870-6138.  

June was Summer Reading at the library.  It start-
ed on June 5 in the school gym with the Crane Riv-
er Theater of  Kearney presenting their Page to Stage 
program “Beauty and the Beast.”  There were approx-
imately 75 kids who attended to watch the actors bring 
the Disney characters to life and they also got to par-
ticipate in the story.
The next three Wednesdays’ Summer Reading hap-

pened here at the library and attending for the month 
were 26 kids.  Sara Coleman and Jessica Tickle led 
the kids in activities and the book Pippi Longstocking 
was read out loud to the group.  Also, the books Choose 
Your Own Adventure were shared with the kids. These 
books are available for checkout at the library.
The challenge for the kids was to read 1,000 pages as 

a group in the month of  June. A total of  4,673 pages 
were recorded. That’s what was turned in, but proba-
bly more than that was read in the three weeks time. 
The three top readers received a backpack.
We ended our Summer Reading program on July 3, 

with Library Olympics where the kids participated in 
games involving books followed by ice cream with all 
the toppings.  As they left each child got to pick a book 
of  their choosing to keep and a grab bag. 
Also, thank you to the art students from the high 

school who made the cutouts of  great places to visit 
around the world, following the theme Adventure Be-
gins at Your Library.  Thank you to the Pinnacle Bank 
for providing ice cream and toppings to celebrate the 
1,000 pages the kids read.  The kids had fun decorat-
ing their ice cream with the sprinkles and adding top-
pings...very yummy!
Pictures are posted on Facebook, and plans are al-

ready made for next year’s Summer Reading.  Thank 
you to the parents who took time to send their chil-
dren. We know how busy the summer months can be.
“Books don’t make a home...they are one, in the sense 

that just as you do with a door, you open a book, and 
you go inside.  Inside, there is a different kind of  time 
and space.  There is warmth there too...a hearth.  I sit 
down with a book and I am warm.”  
- JEANETTE WINTERSON 

Saturday, July 20
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.  - Arnold Baptist Church

Join us to celebrate 
Glen & Connie Weinman’s

60th Wedding Anniversary

Cards may be sent to: 40895 RD 792, Arnold NE 69120

Wishing all of 
our 4-Hers

GOOD LUCK
at the 

Custer County Fair!

Becky Dailey & Taylour Snyder
103 S Walnut St, Arnold, NE

(308) 848-2522 

Ruth I. Chrisp age 92, 
resident of  Auburn, Ne-
braska died Sunday, July 
7, 2024.   
A Graveside Service was 

held on Friday, July 12, 
2024, at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Arnold Cemetery in Ar-
nold, Nebraska.  Govier 
Brothers Mortuary is in 
charge of  the arrange-
ments.  Online words of  
remembrance and en-
couragement can be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com 
Ruth was born March 

16, 1932, at the farm north 
of  Arnold, Nebraska. She 
was the second child born 
to Claude Robert Romans 
and Hazel Irene (Blowers) 
Romans. Ruth had an old-
er brother Clarence A. Ro-
mans, younger twin sis-
ters, Alice and Doris, and 
a younger brother, Duane.
Ruth spent her early 

years on the family farm 
north of  Arnold in the Ce-
dar Grove community be-
fore the family relocated 
to Pleasant Hill commu-
nity northeast of  Arnold 
when she was 8 years old.
On December 23, 1950, 

Ruth married Dean E. 
Chrisp. From the mar-
riage was born four chil-
dren: Lynn, twins Jean 
and Jane, and Kent.
Ruth is survived by: 

Lynn (Michele) Chrisp, 
Jane (Richard) Andrew, 
Kent Chrisp, 12 grandchil-
dren, and 18 great-grand-
children. She is also sur-
vived by brother Duane 
Romans and niece. Donna 
(Kent) Nelson as well as 
other nieces and neph-
ews. 
Ruth was preceded in 

death by her parents 
Robert and Irene, broth-
er Clarence, sisters Alice 
and Doris, and a son Jean 
Chrisp. 

Ruth I. Chrisp
1932-2024

Obituaries
Mitchel Dean Geiser

1953-2024
Mitchel Dean Geiser, 

age 70, of  Arnold, NE, 
entered the Kingdom of  
Heaven on July 11, 2024, 
surrounded by family at 
the UNMC in Omaha, NE 
after a long-fought battle 
with cancer.
Mitch was born on Sep-

tember 15, 1953, in Ar-
nold, NE to Lyle and Viola 
(Scott) Geiser.
He learned his hard work 

ethic at a very young age, 
growing up on the Geiser 
ranch as the youngest of  
three brothers. He attend-
ed Arnold Public School 
where he developed his 
love for singing by partic-
ipating in school musicals 
and choir before he grad-
uated in 1971.
His first love was his 1977 

Ford pickup, but he quick-
ly fell in love with his loy-
al, loving wife that stood 
by his side until the day 
he took his final breath. 
Mitch and Lisa Ross were 
united in marriage at Ar-
nold Methodist Church 
on July 26, 1980. From this 
union, they were blessed 
with a son and daughter. 
He was a wonderful hus-
band, always supporting 
Lisa’s businesses and cra-
zy ideas. He worked on the 
family farm prior to work-
ing for Great Plains Com-
munication for 34 years 
before retiring in 2019.
He was active in many 

roles in the Arnold com-
munity, serving on the 
village board, fire depart-
ment board and economic 
development board, as a 
Navigator for many years 
in the Sandhills Open 
Road Challenge, and in 
the Baptist church, where 
he was a member of  the 
Iron Sharpens Iron men’s 
group. Mitch loved watch-
ing Husker football and 
volleyball games and com-
ing home on Sunday af-
ternoons to a roast in the 
crock pot and NFL games 
on the TV. He also enjoyed 
spending time outside in 
his yard, where he was 
very meticulous about his 
lawn, winning Yard of  the 
Month multiple times. His 
love for farming and John 
Deere tractors was passed 
down to his grandchil-
dren, collecting toy and 
antique models. Mitch 
was always present at his 
children and grandchil-
dren’s’ various events. 
He was the center of  his 
grandkids’ world and his 

love for woodworking al-
lowed him to create the 
treehouse of  their dreams 
and helped Lisa to make 
every holiday magical 
with their love for deco-
rating and baking.
Most importantly his 

strong love and faith in his 
Lord Jesus Christ helped 
carry him through his dif-
ficult trials the final two 
years of  his earthly life – 2 
Timothy 4:7 “I have fought 
the good fight, I have fin-
ished the race, I have kept 
the faith.”
He was preceded in 

death by his parents Lyle 
and Viola Geiser, mother-
in-law Ruth Ross, and in-
fant brother Roger.
He is survived by his 

wife Lisa of  43 years, son 
Devin (Sarah) Geiser, 
daughter Da’Lacy (Justin) 
Lans, grandchildren Ca-
leb Geiser; Jordan, Jacob, 
Joslynn, James and Jorgi-
anna Lans, brothers Gary 
(Connie) Geiser and Lan-
nie (Teri) Geiser, father-
in-law Larry Ross, broth-
er-in-law Randy (Linda) 
Ross, sister-in-law LeAnn 
Ross, and numerous neph-
ews, nieces and other rela-
tives and friends.
Funeral Services were 

held on Monday, July 15, 
2024, at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Arnold Baptist Church in 
Arnold, NE. Burial was 
in the Arnold Cemetery. 
Memorials are suggest-
ed to the Arnold Baptist 
Church, Arnold Rural 
Fire Dept, KJLT, or Todd 
Becker Foundation. A vis-
itation was held on Sun-
day, July 14th from 4:00 
to 7:00 p.m. at the Arnold 
Baptist Church in Arnold. 
Govier Brothers Mortu-
ary of  Arnold is in charge 
of  arrangements. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com

MOVING?
Please notify 
the Sentinel 
of your new 

address.


