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Community
Calendar

JANUARY 16 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist
Church, 6:30 p.m.

JANUARY 17 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview 
social room, 2:00 p.m.

JANUARY 21 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Sup-
port Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial Li-
brary, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Death Comes For The Archbishop by Willa Cather
The Blue Castle by L. M. Montgomery
The Story Of  Doctor Dolittle by Hugh Lofting
The House At Pooh Corner  by A. A. Milne
Bambi: A Life In The Woods by Felix Salten

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

Range Wars?

Last week we mentioned the conflict between home-
steaders and ranchers.  In some areas this was a major 
problem.  While there were some unfortunate events 
in Custer County, the transition from open range 
ranching to homesteading was greatly facilitated by 
the blizzard of  1880-81. The large ranchers (a few had 
herds of  ten to fifteen thousand cattle) had good years 
wintering on buffalo grass from 1875 to 1880.  But a 
unique storm ended their lucrative investments.  “J. 
D. [Dan] Haskell wrote that after the killing winter of  
1880 (which took a toll in the herds of  60 to 90%, he 
estimated) the ranchmen from west of  Callaway to the 
head of  the South Loup sold out.”  Settling the Seven 
Valleys, p. 11 (The Brighton Ranch of 1884 mentioned 
last week, with its “immense range” was quite small 
compared to the big outfits of  earlier days.)
“Somehow the family ranchers who . . .  made the de-

cision to stay and help build the new county were able 
to stick it out and rebuild the herds decimated by that 
winter. They realized they had to change their meth-
ods of  operation and prepare winter feed which meant 
keeping the herds where they could be fed.”  Ibid., p. 12 
It appears that talk of  range wars was overdone.  

Quoting Settling the Seven Valleys, p.9:  
“Because of the dramatic statements as to war and 

bloodshed in the opening chapters of Butcher’s Pioneer 
History of  Custer County, it was assumed that there 
was widespread general conflict in the county . . .”  
While there were indeed conflicts, the degree seems 

to be debatable. “A study of  the biographies in Gas-
ton and the rather extensive collection of  stories 
concerning pioneering in Custer County indicates 
that the half  dozen or so major and minor incidents 
reported in Butcher were about the extent of  the war.  
The Custer County range war seems to merit Mark 
Twain’s comment on the report of  his death, ‘that it 
was greatly exaggerated.’”  One early settler observed 
that disagreements over division lines and roads 
among the homesteaders themselves resulted in more 
shootings and killings than between the ranchers and 
homesteaders.  Ibid., p. 12
Last week we referenced gun battles between Freder-

ick Schreyer and the cowboys. But his brother John 
did not have problems with the cattlemen. Perhaps 
he was more even-tempered than his brother, but pos-
sibly the chief  reason was because he was a cobbler 
and made boots for the cowboys. They did not wish to 
anger him.  They even fenced his fields so that their 
cattle would not ruin his crops.
We will share more of  Frederick’s story next week.  
For those interested, Settling the Seven Valleys, pages 

9-12, gives some fascinating details about the settling 
of  Loup Valley.  

********
If  you have stories or pictures to share, please contact 

me at d.a.leach@juno.com or 308-870-6138. 

Edward Johnson
1966-2025

Obituary

Edward Michael John-
son was born November 
6, 1966, in Fremont, Ne-
braska, to Robert C. and 
Ruth (Warga) Johnson. 
He went home to be with 
Jesus January 1, 2025, at 
the age of  58.
Ed grew up working on 

the family farm outside 
of  North Bend, Nebraska.
He attended #92 country 

school for grade school 
and then attended high 
school in North Bend 
graduating in 1985.
Ed’s favorite thing grow-

ing up was being any-
where his dad was. He and 
his dad were very close 
and enjoyed doing most 
everything together.
He got to play the trom-

bone in band and had 
some piano lessons, but 
they were not his favorite 
things to do. He enjoyed 
his cattle, but he loved 
hunting, fishing, and run-
ning his trap lines.
Ed was also involved in 

4-H, FFA, and in church
activities and had lots of
stories to tell about his
FFA years and showing
cattle.
After high school, Ed

went to Northeast Com-
munity College where he
graduated with a degree
in diesel mechanics in
1987.   This is where he
met his best friend, John
Fehrer, and they have
been friends ever since.
After college Ed did a

coop/internship with the
Nebraska Department of
Roads in North Platte, Ne-
braska, as a diesel tech.
Then he went to work at
Pollard Equipment (John
Deere) in North Bend as a
diesel mechanic.
Ed’s love for hunting and

adventure led him to be a
hunting guide for Wilder-
ness Lodge in Montana
and Idaho. Oh, the stories
he told about these grand
adventures!
Ed loved the Sandhills in

Nebraska and a little town 
named Arnold caught his
eye. He bought a cozy
house in Arnold and set-
tled in with his boys, Ste-
ven and Tristan. He was
an excellent daddy! He
got a job at Central Imple-
ment (John Deere), and he 
continued working there
when it later changed
hands and became Wein-
man Tractor Repair.
It was during this time in 

his life that Pastor Karg
led Ed to a personal faith
in Jesus and later his fa-
ther-in-law was honored
to baptize him in their riv-
er. Ed’s faith was a source
of  strength for him, and
he became a quiet servant
who was always looking
for ways to bless others.

Like Ed, his faith was 
not showy, but it was un-
wavering. He loved his 
church family at the First 
Baptist Church in Arnold, 
faithfully attending all 
the rest of  his life. 
Ed dreamed of  buying a 

place in the country and 
in 2002 his dreams came 
true! He fell in love with 
a beautiful property out-
side of  Arnold and was 
able to purchase the acre-
age of  his dreams! The 
river that runs through it 
has provided many great 
memories over the years 
- canoeing, fishing, swim-
ming, and camping, just
to name a few.
Ed, for many years, en-

joyed hosting a church
camp out at his house.
He spent countless hours
preparing this adventure
to bring joy to so many
people.
Two-thousand-two was 

Ed’s lucky year! Not only
did he buy the property
of  his dreams, he also met
the woman who became
the love of  his life.  Ed and 
Alasha met and quickly
became best friends - they
loved doing everything 
together. To Ed’s delight,
Alasha loved hunting and
fishing and everything 
outdoors almost as much
as he did!  In 2007 Ed final-
ly married his best friend,
Alasha Jennings. God
blessed them with four
amazing children - Ja-
mie, Michael, Weston and
Melody. They all share
Ed’s love for God, fishing,
hunting and spending
time together. His kids ob-
viously adored him; they
imitated everything that
he did.
In 2011 Ed and Alasha

decided to go out on their
own and they started Prai-
rie Springs Equipment.
He also started being a
Hydra Bed dealer. This
was a big step of  faith, but 
God richly blessed them
through it.
Ed loved hunting, and he

loved taking them on fam-
ily vacations to the moun-
tains to hunt, camp, fish
or just visit friends. Of-
ten the stories from these
trips were not the ones
you would expect, but en-
tertaining all the same.
In November of  2021, Ed

was diagnosed with can-
cer and his life turned
into treatments and
doctor’s appointments.
Friends and family sur-
rounded the Johnsons
with love and support
through his battle with
cancer; they even helped
build the beautiful house
that they now call home.
Ed was always humbled
and eternally grateful for

all of  the support poured 
out on him and his family. 
Ed never knew a strang-

er. To him, everyone was a 
friend, and everyone con-
sidered him a dear friend 
as well. He will be greatly 
missed by all of  us that 
are left behind!
Ed’s greatest joy in life 

was spending time with 
his wife and children, 
whether working or play-
ing, they were his delight, 
and he was theirs. Ed died 
in the hospital in Chan-
dler, Arizona, surround-
ed by family who deeply 
loved him.
He was preceded in 

death by grandparents 
Clarence and MaeBelle 
Liston Johnson, of  North 
Bend and Albert and Bess 
Karas Warga of  Platts-
mouth, Nebraska.
He is survived by: his 

wife Alasha Johnson 
and children Jamie, Mi-
chael, Weston, and Melo-
dy Johnson Arnold, NE; 
Steven Johnson, (fiancé 
Katie Day) Broken Bow, 
NE;  Tristan Johnson, 
Lincoln, NE; his parents,  
Robert and Ruth John-
son, North Bend, NE; his 
sisters, Sandra Johnson 
Lincoln, NE, Cheryl (Jim) 
Bose, Lincoln, NE, Kathy 

(Paul)   Schmidt Lincoln, 
NE; grandsons Dominic 
and Jamison Johnson, 
Broken Bow NE; and 
many nieces and nephews 
who loved their Uncle Ed.
Funeral services were 

held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 11, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Arnold First Baptist 
Church in Arnold, NE. 
Burial followed in the 
Arnold Cemetery. Memo-
rials are suggested to the 
family. A visitation was 
held on Friday, January 
10, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., at 
the Arnold First Baptist 
Church. Govier Brothers 
Mortuary of  Arnold is in 
charge of  arrangements. 
Online condolences may 
be left at www.govier-
brothers.com

Everyone must have their sign up sheet turned in by Friday, Jan. 24,
to receive meals for the weeks shown above. We will only be making 
meals for those who have signed up. 
NO EXCEPTIONS. � ere will be NO same day call in orders, you must 
have the sign up sheet turned in. Meals can be eaten in the dining room 
or taken to go.

JAN 28 - FEB 7
Senior Meals Menu

28

Turkey 
Sandwich

29 30 31

Baked
Chicken

C.B.R.
Pasta

Salisbury
Steak

Fried 
Chicken

04 05 06 07
Ham & 

Augratin 
Potatoes

Meat Loaf Salmon
Patties

Tuesday, January 21st 
We will be selling a 600 lb. steer to 

bene� t the Ed Johnson Family.
� e steer will be sold at 12:00 p.m. 

If you are unable to attend, you can 
bid online at Cattle USA (must be ap-
proved before sale day) or call the of-
� ce at 308.534.1200.

Benefi t for the 
Ed Johnson Family


