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Community 
Calendar

JUNE 5 - Rotary Club meeting, Grazers Bar & Grill, 
6:30 p.m.

JUNE 6 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview social 
room, 2:00 p.m.

JUNE 10 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

HORSESHOE PITCHING: Every Saturday, Old Mill 
Park, 7:00 p.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

More Culture During Hard Times

“While the Krauses were there, another German art-
ist, Albert Grautman, a talented painter, found his way 
to the South Loup valley…
 “Homeless and seeking work to support himself, he 

came to Papa, asking for a job. Papa could pay him lit-
tle and part of  this was to reimburse him for teaching 
Mama and the girls to draw and paint… 
“Mama liked to draw and paint flowers. She was 

the most original in her designs, some of  which she 
applied to pillow shams or dish towels made from 
bleached flour and sugar sacks, using an inexpensive 
turkey red embroidery thread.
“As the privations of  drought and the financial crises 

continued,  the children, as well as Mama and Papa, 
benefited from the beauty and culture the two German 
artists brought into the home, giving them the en-
joyment and understanding that there was infinitely 
more in life than want, worry, and misery…
“Albert, the painter, never thought of  leaving the 

South Loup.  [One Hundred Years on the South Loup 
indicates they did leave the area – see information fol-
lowing.] When he left Milldale, he moved to a home-
stead of  his own.  Before long, he married a German 
girl, whose family, the Wedekings, had located farther 
east along the river.”  (Years to Share, Peggy H. Benja-
min, pp. 176-177)
“Still [1985] to be found in Arnold homes are the por-

traits of  Albert Grautman…  He did fine pencil and 
chalk portraits of  other early settlers, likenesses so 
well done they are often mistaken for photographs.  
Almost always on 18 x 24 canvas, some are signed and 
some are not, but his work can be identified by distinc-
tive, fine pencil lines on the hair and coat lapels of  the 
head and shoulder drawings. 
“Grautman married Anna Wedeking, daughter of  

Callaway pioneer Herman Wedeking.  Heartbroken 
when their eight-year-old daughter was killed by a 
horse in 1908, the Grautman family left the country 
and are believed to have gone to Wyoming.” (One Hun-
dred Years on the South Loup, Norene Hall Mills, p. 172)
The Grautman’s lives were filled with trauma as their 

son, Frederick Christian, passed away in 1904 at age 2.  
Their daughter, Mable, was killed by a horse in 1906 
at age 6 [or in 1908 at age 8 depending on source].  Per-
haps they did go to Wyoming for a time and later re-
turned to the Callaway area.  According to findagrave.
com, their youngest son, Albert L. passed away at age 
29 and is buried in Worland, Wyoming.  Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Grautman, along with their son, Frederick and 
daughter, Mable, are buried at Woldheim Cemetery in 
Custer County, Nebraska, between Arnold and Calla-
way.  (Sources:  One Hundred Years on the South Loup, 
Norene Hall Mills, p. 172 and findagrave.com)

*****
If  you have stories or pictures to share, please contact 

me at d.a.leach@juno.com or 308-870-6138. 

DATE	 HI     LOW     MT
MAY
26	 60        52          0
27	 56        49       .35”
28	 62        49       .13”
29	 58        46          0
30	 69        45       .10”
31	 81        45          0
JUNE
1	 81        50          0

NWS Cooperative Weather 
Observer Dell Cerny

Weather 
Summary

 SUMMER READING started on Monday June 2nd. 
The Summer Reading Program continues the follow-
ing Mondays, June 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th, from 10:00-
11:00 a.m. All kids from kindergarten to 6th grade are 
welcome. Some of  the activities are: designing and 
coloring a quilt block, shadow drawing, melted crayon 
butterflies, book scavenger hunt, shape poetry, and sto-
ry cubes. Come join in the fun!

********
CRANE RIVER THEATER at the Arnold School 

gym, on Wednesday, June 4th, 12:30-1:30. This year, 
they are presenting “The Little Mermaid.”

********
LEGO FRIDAYS are starting at the library. We would 

love to have school age children come join us any time 
from 8:30-1:00. Legos will be available to build with ev-
ery Friday from now until school starts. Some weeks 
will be theme builds. Other weeks, your child can just 
use their imagination.

********
Any activities we have going on this summer can be 

found on the Finch Memorial Library Facebook page.
********

The Girl Who Came Home by Hazel Gaynor
Fourteen members of  a small village set sail on RMS 

Titanic, hoping to find a better life in America. In-
spired by true events this novel blends fact and fiction 
to explore the Titanic’s tragedy impact and its lasting 
repercussions on survivors and their descendants.
When We Were Young and Brave by Hazel Gaynor
This unforgettable novel is set in China during WWII, 

inspired by true events surrounding the Japanese ar-
my’s internment of  teachers and children from a Brit-
ish run missionary school. It is a story of  courage, 
friendship and humanity in the bleakest of  circum-
stances.
Taking Stock by Shannon Baker (McCook, Nebraska)
This novel is number 10 in the Kate Fox Mysteries. 

During her visit to the National Western Stock Show 
in Denver, Kate finds herself  propelled through a com-
plex maze of  dark family legacies, a hidden connec-
tion of  the stock show and trails of  dirty money.
Finding Naomi by Diane Hawley Nagatomo
A delightful novel of  Japan and the American Mid-

west blended seamlessly together in this fast paced 
modern day fairy tale. Partly set in the fictional town 
of  Felix, Nebraska... Finding Naomi is the tale of  one 
woman’s search for family acceptance, and love.
Broken Country by Clare Leslie Hall
A love story like no other. A page turner of  a novel, it 

has love, loss, fury, forgiveness. It revels how the ten-
der and innocent love between a boy and a girl can al-
ter the lives of  families for generations.

Last weekend: Spending 
the day Saturday with 
Grandpa Roger were Lyla 
and Maverick. Morning 
callers on them were Ol-
ivia, Clara, Harrison and 
Bennett. Rose spent the 
day at the Annual Team-
mates Golf  Tournament. 
Paxton was an evening 
caller at Grandma and 
Grandpa’s.  Lyla and Mav-
erick spent the night. Rog-
er, Rose, Lyla and Maver-
ick traveled to Comstock 
on Sunday morning and 
attended Wescott Baptist 
Church with the Kirby 
family. Callers on Roger 
and Rose that afternoon 
were Blake, Olivia, Clara, 
Harrison and Bennett. 
This week: Monday 

morning callers on Roger 
and Rose were Blake, Ol-

Upper Finchville
By Rose Bierman
Sentinel Correspondent

ivia, Clara, Harrison and 
Bennett. Joining Grand-
ma and Grandpa on Tues-
day afternoon were Oliv-
ia, Harrison and Bennett. 
Blake was an evening 
caller. Spending the day 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday at Grandma and 
Grandpa’s were Olivia, 
Clara, Harrison and Ben-
nett. Thursday callers on 
them all were Roy, Walter 
and Merle. Saturday after-
noon callers on Grandma 
and Grandpa were Blake, 
Olivia, Clara, Harrison, 
Bennett, Merle, Jack, 
Waylon and Rosilyn. That 
evening Roger and Rose 
enjoyed the movie “The 
Last Ride” at the Rialto 
Theatre. Sunday after-
noon callers on Grandma 
and Grandpa were Olivia, 
Clara, Harrison, Bennett 
and Blake.

the football score board, 
with the stipulation of  
the Foundation being on a 
placard.
Sargent Township Li-

brary - $650 - to fund sum-
mer reading activities and 
contests at the library.
Seven Valleys Historical 

Society Museum - $5,500 
- to protect and restore 
stained glass windows in 
one of  the buildings that 
is part of  the Seven Val-
leys Historical Society 
Museums.
Veterans Building in 

Broken Bow - $5,000 - to re-
move carpet and replace 
with plank flooring.
Village of  Anselmo - 

$10,000 - to aid with trans-
forming the current Li-
brary building into the 
Community Center.
Village of  Arnold - 

$5,000 - to build and 
fence in a new multi-
use court.

Continued from page 1.

Spring Grant Awards

Everyone must have their sign up sheet turned in by Friday, June 13,
to receive meals for the weeks shown above. We will only be making 
meals for those who have signed up. 
NO EXCEPTIONS. � ere will be NO same day call in orders, you must 
have the sign up sheet turned in. Meals can be eaten in the dining room 
or taken to go.

June 17 - June 27
Senior Meals Menu

17

Chicken &
Noodles

18 19 20

Fried
Chicken

Pork
Chop

Stu� ed
Peppers

Fried
Chicken

24 25 26 27
Hot

Dogs
Sloppy

Joes
Liver &
Onions

Dennis L. Conner
1949-2025

Obituary

The next grant applica-
tion period ends October 
31, 2025. Applications 
may be accessed online at 
www.custercountyfoun-
dation.org. When submit-
ting applications, it is im-
portant to complete all the 
requested information 
and submit a complete 
application. Incomplete 
applications may not be 
funded.
Please reach out to the 

Custer County Founda-
tion with any questions 
when filling out the grant 
application.
The mission of  the 

Custer County Founda-
tion is to seek out, receive, 
and administer funds 
to meet the present and 
future needs of  the resi-
dents of  Custer County. 
Donations to the Founda-
tion are tax-deductible. 
Call the Foundation at 
308-872-2232 for more in-
formation.

Arnold, NE – Dennis 
Conner age 75 of  Arnold, 
NE, passed away May 25, 
2025, at his home in Ar-
nold.
Funeral services were 

held on Thursday, May 
29, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at 
the First Baptist Church 
in Arnold, NE. Burial fol-
lowed in the Arnold Cem-
etery. Memorials are sug-
gested to the Family for 
future designation. Ar-
nold Funeral Home/Gov-
ier Brothers Mortuary 
is in charge of  arrange-
ments. Online condolenc-
es may be left at www.gov-
ierbrothers.com 
Dennis L. Conner was 

born in Arnold, NE, on 
November 18, 1949, to B 
R and Alice M. (Hagler) 
Conner. Dennis grew up 
in Arnold, graduating 
from Arnold High School. 
After high school, Dennis 
attended Kearney State 
College. After college, 
Dennis was joint owner 
of  Central Implement for 
a short time.
Dennis enjoyed traveling 

to different places, enjoy-
ing time in Arizona and 

Florida.
Dennis’s hobbies in-

cluded cars, Harley Da-
vidson’s, poker runs, and 
SORC racing. He partic-
ipated in the SORC races 
for nine years, from 2006 
to 2014, in the 90-95 mph 
class. He had various nav-
igators during the years.
Dennis was preceded in 

death by his father Billy 
Ray “B R”, and a sister 
Marla J. Anderson.
Dennis is survived by his 

mother Alice M. (Hagler) 
Conner of  Callaway, 
brothers Allen (Diane) 
Conner of  Arnold, and 
Bobby (Renae) Conner of  
Brule, nieces, nephews, 
and friends.

The following have paid 
Chamber dues since the 
last update: A-1 Auto, 
Craig & Pam Smith, Ran-
ald & Carol Ferguson.
Dues can be dropped off  

to Becky at 1st State In-
surance or mailed to PO 
Box 166.

An impressive beginning to the 2025 Alumni pro-
gram was the drumline comprised of  Dagen Fletcher, 
Jaxsen Schacher, Paxton Bierman and Jaden Baker, 
as they led in Veterans/Sons of  Veterans carrying the 
seven flags - Mike Harvey, Charles Foran, Duane Bow-
ers, Tiff  Varney, Larry Moran, Dave Crow, Steve Graff, 
Don Olson, and Jim Weinman, with all standing at at-
tention, as the Arnold music teacher sang “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” which brought tears to the eyes.
Deaths that were not listed on the program were Lin-

da Hughes Cox ‘60, and a teacher, Lynn Ayers.
Darlene Rimpley

Alumni P.S.

Chamber 
Dues Update

OCC Jingle

 Just a reminder that if  
you have leftover jeans or 
tee shirts after the June 
7th garage sales, would 
you consider donating 
them to OCC  for projects?
Donations can be left at 

the Baptist Church any-
time.
Thank you!

MOVING?
Please notify 
the Sentinel 
of your new 

address.


