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Community
Calendar

NOVEMBER 6 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist
Church, 6:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 7 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview 
social room, 2:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 11  - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center 
Support Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

     A Hundred Years of  Books, the 1970s.  Books from 
the 1970s remain popular because they capture the cul-
tural shifts of  a transitional and tumultuous decade.  It 
was a period of  significant social change, as America 
saw the end of  the Vietnam War and the deepening mo-
mentum of  the civil rights movement.  Feminist liter-
ature from authors like Margaret Atwood challenged 
gender roles and gave voice to women’s struggles.  The 
environmental movement gained traction and authors 
like Rachel Carson sounded the alarm about the conse-
quences of  human actions on the planet.
For many readers, books from the 1970s offer a valu-

able glimpse into the past without the filters of  mod-
ern sensibilities.  Below are just a few of  the many 
books that represent the era.
Watership Down  by Richard Adams
The Shining  by Stephen King
The World According to Garp  by John Irving
The Thorn Birds  by Colleen McCullough
Shogun  by James Clavell
Roots  by Alex Haley
All Creatures Great and Small  by James Herriot
Sophie’s Choice  by William Styron
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee  by Dee Brown
Jonathan Livingston Seagull  by Richard Bach
Helter Skelter  by Vincent Bugliosi
The Hiding Place  by Corrie ten Boom
Silent Spring  by Rachel Carson
Circle of  Days  by Ken Follett 2025
From bestselling author Ken Follett comes the deeply 

human story of  one of  the world’s greatest mysteries, 
the building of  Stonehenge.  A flint miner and a vision-
ary priestess work together to build Stonehenge amid 
tribal conflicts and environmental challenges on the 
Great Plain, uniting divided communities.
The Widow  by John Grisham   large print 2025 
A small town lawyer becomes entangled in a murder 

when his wealthy widow client’s story unravels, forc-
ing him to find the real killer to clear his name.  Grish-
am is back with his first-ever whodunit, even more sus-
penseful than his courtroom dramas.
Boy From the North Country  by Sam Sussman 2015
A 26-year-old returns home to care for his dying moth-

er and uncovers the truth about his connection to Bob 
Dylan while exploring their deep emotional bond.  In-
spired by the author’s own uncertain celebrity pater-
nity, themes of  loss, healing, memory, and the redemp-
tive power of  love.

    ********

SCHOOL DAYS 1885 - 1917

We told earlier of  Ar-
nold School District 89 
being officially organized 
in December of  1884 
and Miss Anna Saun-
ders teaching in her sod 
house.
“… in the fall of  ‘85, Miss 

Ella Kinney was teaching 
some children in the sod 
Methodist church, [built 
in 1885] the only build-
ing in town big enough 
for that purpose. A Mr. 
Walker taught a term the 
same year; probably both 
were three-month terms. 
The next year, banker 
Alex Robertson’s sister, 
Amy, was teaching in the 
church, and some classes were being taught in the 
Christian church” (built in 1885 and located just south 
of  the city park). 
“A small, frame building, especially for use as a 

school, was put up in 1887 on a lot donated by R. E. Al-
len (east of  where the Baptist church would later be), 
with a second room built on a few years later...
“There had always been a discipline problem in the 

upper grades, where some students were as old as 
twenty years, and the 1908-09 term was no exception. A 
professor McKee was hired, stayed for one month and 
was replaced by the Baptist preacher’s wife, Mrs. Ea-
ton. She was there two months when Professor Claude 
Pickett came down from Dunning to finish the term; 
he stayed in Arnold eight years and brought order to a 
school that had seldom been able to keep a teacher for 
a full year...
“After Pickett’s arrival, what at the time were con-

sidered ninth grade classes, bookkeeping, etc., were 
held, so 1909 marked the beginning of  an Arnold high 
school. 
“The little school building had become overcrowded 

by 1905 so was moved off  the site to a main street loca-
tion (Pete’s Body Shop) for John Meads’ harness shop, 
and a new two-story frame structure put up on the old 
lot, with lower grades on the first floor and high school 
on the second.”  (One Hundred Years on the South Loup, 
Norene Hall Mills, p. 307)
One Hundred Years on the South Loup, p. 315 states 

that Professor Pickett was principal from 1909 – 1917. 
A note in the May 1954 issue of Arnold Alumni News 
lists him as the first superintendent of  Arnold Schools 
and pictures displayed at the school show Professor 
Pickett to be superintendent from 1915 to 1917.

****
If  you have stories or pictures to share, please contact 

me at d.a.leach@juno.com or 308-870-6138.

OCC Jingle
Since 1993, Samaritan’s 

Purse has collected and 
delivered more than 168 
million gift-filled shoe-
boxes to children in more 
than 150 countries and 
territories through Oper-
ation Christmas Child.
Do you know how many 

years Arnold has been 
packing shoeboxes and 
how many we have sent? 
I’m curious if  anyone has 
been keeping track.
Arnold’s goal again this 

year is 1,500. In 2024, we 
sent 1,515. Our first 252 
boxes have already been 

packed. I wonder what 
our total will be this year?
If  you’d like to help or 

have questions, please 
call or text Melody Jen-
nings at 308-636-8508.

John Robert Sheets, 64, 
passed away on October 
26, 2025 at Great Plains 
Health in North Platte, 
Nebraska.
John was born on Oc-

tober 15, 1961, in North 
Platte, Nebraska, to par-
ents Robert and Ardith 
(Nansel) Sheets.
John attended Garfield 

country School, Ar-
nold School, Brady High 
School, and Mid Plains 
Community College 
where he received an as-
sociate degree.
He lived at Garfield Ta-

ble, Brady, Gothenburg 
and surrounding areas, 
where he worked with 
cattle as a stock manager 
for many years, most re-
cently for Wally and Sally 
Trimble.
He enjoyed rodeoing, 

was the President of  the 
Pony Express Rodeo Club, 
loved horses, raising cat-
tle, and had many faithful 
and good dogs. John left a 
legacy of  well built fenc-
es in the pasture “hills” 
south of  Brady.
John was baptized at 

Garfield Church, and was 
a member of  the Brady 
Methodist Church. John 
married the love of  his 
life Jean Johnson on No-
vember 27, 1993 in Brady.
John is survived by his 

wife, Jean; his brothers, 
Mike (Heidi) Sheets, of
North Platte, NE, Chris 
(Sandra) Sheets of  Castle 
Rock, CO; Clint Sheets 

(Christy) Sheets of  Wal-
lace, NE; sisters, Patty 
(Ike) Miller of  North 
Platte, NE, Joyce (Rick) 
Buhlke of  Juniata, NE; 
sister-in-law, Laurie 
Clark of  Gothenburg, 
NE; step-brother, Rick 
(Coleen) Clark of  Gothen-
burg, NE, Susan (Randy) 
Schroeder of  Gibbon, 
NE, brothers-in-law, Steve 
(Sue) Johnson of  Brady, 
NE; Rocky (Lynne) John-
son of  Brady, NE; and 
many extended family 
and friends.
He was preceded in death 

by his parents Robert 
and Ardith; step-father, 
Dale Clark; step-broth-
er, Jeff  Clark; father-
in-law, Wayne Johnson; 
and brother-in-law, Mike 
Johnson.
A Celebration of  Life was  

held Monday, November 
3, 2025, at Blase-Straus-
er Memorial Chapel, 620 
10th St, Gothenburg, with 
Jake Fairley officiating.
Memorials may be di-

rected to the Brady Fire 
and Rescue Department.

John R. Sheets
1961-2025

Obituaries

Colt Remington Ur-
banovsky age 3 of  Arnold, 
Nebraska, passed away 
October 25, 2025, at the 
Great Plains Health in 
North Platte, NE. Leaving 
us way to soon!
Colt Remington Ur-

banovsky was born on 
July 11, 2022, coming into 
this world at 27 weeks 
only weighing 2 lbs. 8.2 
oz. in North Platte, Ne-
braska, to Ryan and Katie 
(Thompson) Urbanovsky, 
and welcomed by an ex-
cited older brother Wy-
land Dewayne. The family 
made their home in North 
Platte until July of  2025. 
Colt enjoyed helping his 
dad working on the new 
home west of  Arnold.
Colt loved to climb and 

had no fear, he loved push-
ing dump trucks, whether 
they were full of  rocks 
and dirt or just plain emp-
ty. Colt also loved playing 
with the cats, eating ba-
nanas, oranges, apples, 
bread, pizza crust, snack-
ing and had the biggest, 
sweet tooth like his dad. 
He always had lots of  fun 
with his cousins, especial-
ly his cousin Xander. Most 
of  all Colt was especially 
ornery, mischievous, clev-
er, sweet and kind and 
gave the BEST HUGS. He 
will be greatly missed by 
everyone.
Colt is survived by his 

parents Ryan and Katie 
Urbanovsky of  Arnold, 
brother Wyland Dewayne 
Urbanovsky of  Arnold, 
grandparents Dewayne 
Thompson of  Curtis, 

Colt R. Urbanovsky
2022-2025

Stan & Cindy Urbanovsky 
of Arnold, great grand-
mother June Worden Hu-
linsky of  Burwell, and 
many aunts, uncles, and 
cousins.
Funeral services were 

held on Friday, October 
31, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Arnold Baptist Church 
in Arnold, NE. Burial fol-
lowed in the Arnold Cem-
etery. Because of  Colt’s 
love of  dump trucks, the 
family requested friends 
and family to bring a 
dump truck to use during 
the service at the church. 
Memorials are suggested 
to the family or Arnold 
Fire & Rescue. A visita-
tion was held on Thurs-
day, October 30th from 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. at the Baptist 
Church in Arnold. Govier 
Brothers Mortuary is in 
charge of  arrangement. 
Online words of  remem-
brance or encouragement 
may be left at www.govier-
brothers.com

   E.C. Pickett, principal
1909-1917


