
THE ARNOLD SENTINEL            THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2026         PAGE 8

A dedicated group of nine participants gathered at the United Methodist Church on Saturday, October 24, to lace up their walking shoes for a global cause. Hosted by the 
Arnold Rotary Club, the local event kicked off at 10:00 a.m. as part of the massive, synchronized “World’s Largest Polio Walk.” The event coincided with World Polio Day, 
a global movement celebrating decades of Rotary led health initiatives that have successfully reduced polio cases worldwide. The official verdict on whether the massive 
synchronized effort successfully broke the world record is still pending as global tallies from hundreds of participating clubs are being submitted and verified. Every dol-
lar raised through the walk’s initiatives will be matched 2-to-1 by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, tripling the impact of local contributions toward global eradication.
Pictured: (L-R) Sal Hilderbrant, Kay Lohmiller, Al Bishop, Connie Westbrook, Buzz Lohmiller, Mary Becker and Katie Leopard of Memphis, Tennessee. Not pictured: Val 

Daly and Steph Peters. - Courtesy photo

Participants Step Out for Historic World Polio Day Walk 
Record Verdict Pending
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Mildred Elaine (Bailey) 
Smith of  Arnold, NE, 
peacefully passed away 
and entered the embrace 
of  her Lord and Savior 
on November 3, 2026, in 
North Platte, NE.  
Born on August 9, 1921, 

in Bertrand, NE, she was 
the cherished daughter 
of  Lee and Zelma Bailey. 
While still an infant, her 
family relocated to Ar-
nold, where her father 
worked on a dairy farm 
and later at a local service 
station.
Mildred completed her 

education from kinder-
garten to twelfth grade 
in Arnold, graduating in 
May 1939. During high 
school, she pursued two 
years of  standard train-
ing classes, earning a cer-
tificate to teach in rural 
schools for three years. 
She furthered her edu-
cation at Kearney State 
Teacher’s College, re-
newing her teaching cer-
tificate. As a result, she 
dedicated six and a half  
years to teaching at var-
ious country schools in 
Arnold and one school in 
Michigan. 
On March 8, 1942, she 

married Don W. Smith at 
Western, NE in the par-
sonage of  Reverend W. 
B. Zimmerman, a close 
friend of  the Smith family. 
In October 1942, Don was
inducted into the United
States Army (WWII), so
Mildred moved to Michi-
gan to stay with her par-
ents. She was hired to 
teach in a rural school in
Coldwater, Michigan, un-
til Don’s return from Eu-
rope in October 1945.
They purchased the 

Smith home place on Gar-
field Table, where they 
farmed and raised their

three children, Craig, 
Trudy, and Todd. In 1976, 
Don and Mildred decided 
to build their retirement 
home and move to Ar-
nold, where Mildred lived 
for 49 years.

Mildred had a passion for 
music and enjoyed sing-
ing solos, playing clarinet 
in the band, and taking pi-
ano lessons from a young 
age. She later had many 
piano pupils, including 
her daughter, Trudy. She 
became the pianist for 
the Garfield Methodist 
Church and served in this 
capacity for many years. 

Mildred was brought 
up in a loving Christian 
home and was baptized 
at the age of  seven. She 
rededicated her life to the 
Savior under the ministry 
of  Reverend Stan Schrag 
at Garfield Methodist 
Church. She continued to 
serve Him through many 
areas of  ministry, such as 
teaching Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School, 
and being involved in a 
weekly prayer group of  lo-
cal ladies. She also greatly 
loved missionary families 
and felt very strongly 
about supporting them in 
any way she could.

Mildred was a found-
ing member of  the Ar-
nold Scarlett O’Hatters, 
enjoyed their monthly 
adventures out of  town, 
and cherished her close 
friendships. She was also 
a lifelong member of  the 
American Legion Aux-
iliary #130 and assisted 
with many community 
outreaches. Everyone in 
town spoke fondly of  her 
which was a testimony of  
her sweet and gentle spir-
it. 
Mildred was preceded 

in death by her husband, 
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Don; son, Todd; her par-
ents, Lee and Zelma Bai-
ley; a brother, Glen Lee 
Bailey; her father and 
mother-in-law, Mynor and 
Cecil Smith; her brother-
in-law, Bobbie Smith, and 
her sisters-in-law, Gloria 
Smith and Bonnie Rose.   
She is survived by her 
son, Craig (Pam) Smith, 
who live on the family 
farm; daughter, Trudy 
(Ross) Van Camp of  Ben-
nington, NE; four grand-
children, Leslie (Andrew) 
Rogers of  Bondurant, IA; 
David (Tami) Smith of  
Arnold, NE; Luke (Katie) 
Van Camp of  Elkhorn, 

NE; Casey Vlach of  Co-
lumbus, NE; and twelve 
great-grandchildren, Evie 
and Trent Rogers; Mad-
ison, Gabriel, and Aden 
Smith; Halle, Connor, Sa-
die, and Benjamin Van 
Camp; Caden Ocken, and 
Ella Vlach. Other surviv-
ing family members in-
clude her brother-in-law, 
Max (Joan) Smith, and 
many nieces, nephews 
and their families. 
Funeral services were 

held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7, 2026, at 10:30 AM 
at the United Methodist 
Church in Arnold, NE.   
Burial followed in the 
Arnold Cemetery. Memo-
rial gifts may be given to 
the Todd Becker Founda-
tion or Arnold Cemetery. 
A visitation and time to 
greet was held on Fri-
day, November 6th from 
5:00 to 7:00 PM at the Ar-
nold United Methodist 
Church. Govier Brothers 
Mortuary/Arnold Funer-
al Home are in charge of  
arrangements. Online 
words of  remembrance or 
condolences may be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com 

Sometimes I feel like a 
broken record stuck on 
repeat saying the same 
things over and over. But 
I’m always amazed at how 
many people move in and 
out of  Arnold so there’s 
always a new audience. 
The community pack-

ing party for Operation 
Christmas Child is an 
event where everyone in 
the area is invited to the 
gym to fill shoeboxes with 
school supplies, hygiene, 
items, and toys. The gift 
boxes are picked up and 
delivered by Samaritan’s 
Purse to children all over 
the world.
The packing party is a 

big and busy event that 
needs lots of  volunteers to 
keep it running smoothly. 
We need people at every 
table to help those pack-
ing to know what they’re 
supposed to pick up at 
each table. This ensures 
that it flows smoothly and 
that we have the needed 
supplies to fill every box. 
People can come for as 

short as an hour or stay 
all day - whatever fits 
your schedule best. It’s 
an easy job, but we need 
people to do it. If  you have 
some time on Monday, No-
vember 16, and would be 
willing to help beginning 
at 8:00 a.m., please contact 
Melody Jennings and vol-
unteer. If  you have ques-
tions, please call or text 
308-636-8508. I hope to see 
you on the 16th!
Or if  the 16th doesn’t 

work for you, and you 
can help on Sunday, No-
vember 15, beginning at 
2 p.m., come to the school 
on that day.


